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W ith  Mem orial D ay h ere, 
and sum m er follow ing in its w ak e, 
th ere’s an air of energy grow ing on 
th e  streets in front of m y Brook lyn 
apartm ent th at’s undeniable. New  
life  is circulating in th e  city’s tree  
sk eletons, and its h um an occupants 
are  spilling from  th e ir apartm ents to 
air out th e  m ust of a New  York  City 
w inter under an ever-w arm ing sun.

I alm ost feel bad to rem ind 
th em  of th e  ever-grow ing reason 
for w h at sh ould be  a very som ber 
season.

D eath  in service  to our 
country; th e  ultim ate  sacrifice  any 
servicem em ber can m ak e, and w h at 
w e  rem em ber and h onor as 
Am ericans on th is terribly sobering 
day. Th e  count stands at w ell over 
1.2 m illion and spans w ars from  th e  
Am erican R evolution to th e  current 
w ar in Iraq .

W h en I stare  back w ard into 
h istory, and I th ink  of m y sisters 
and broth ers w h o served before  m e, 
it’s h ard not to feel overw h elm ed by 
th e  h istory of our profession and 
th e  sacrifice  it req uire s from  so 
m any.

O n Mem orial D ay, I 
rem em ber th e  m any faces of th e  
fallen, and I rem em ber th e  com m on 
bond w e  all sh are  in offering our 

lives for th e  benefit of th e  nation.
I rem em ber 1.2 m illion 

Am ericans w h o’ve collectively not 
died in vain, for th e ir legacies live 
on as our country grow s and learns 
and stum bles forw ard into its fourth  
century of existence.

I rem em ber 1.2 m illion 
Am ericans w h o’d be  proud to k now  
th at th ey rise  w ith in us as w e  stand 
by our country and its people, even 
after m any of our services are  
com plete.

I rem em ber 1.2 m illion 
Iraq is w h o’ve died since  th e  
beginning of th is occupation, 
w h om  I k now  th e  Iraq i people w ill 
never forget.

I rem em ber th at it’s 
im portant to sh ow  patience  w ith  
retailers lik e  J.C. Penny on Mem orial 
D ay, w h o are  offering free  sh ipping 
for online  orders of m ore  th an $50, 
but only if consum ers rem em ber to 
use  th e  Coupon Code  “PATR IO T.” 
O r auto-dealers draped in Am erican 
Flags or in colonial garb w ith  grins 
and prom ise s of no m oney dow n, 
if you’re  just too h ard up for cash  
th is year.

I rem em ber th e  
righ teousness of th e  struggle to 
m ak e  w ar a th ing of th e  past, and 
stave off th e  h em orrh aging flow  of 

h um an life  bled in arm ed conflict 
all over th e  w orld.

I recom m it m yself to th e  
service  of our nation, no longer in 
uniform , but in speak ing th e  truth  
as I se e  it to its people so w e  m ay 
purge  th is nation and ourselves of 
lies, injustice  and w rongdoing.

And I offer a universal 
prayer of peace  and re spect for our 
fallen. I w ill not forget your 
sacrifices by w illfully allow ing th is 
nation to fall into decay. R est in 
peace, brave ones, and k now  your 
legacies are  safe  and living w ith in 
our rank s.

A Nation R e m e m be rs  b y Matth is Ch iroux
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MAIL CALL A LETTER  FR O M IR AQ

H ello Everyone,

It’s h ot in Mosul righ t now. Today w as 105 and sum m er h asn't even started yet.

H ere  is  a picture  I took  on a recent trip around th e  city.

We h ave been w ork ing h ard th e  past m onth , ensuring th at th e  drivers of Mosul are  
properly prepared for th e  sum m er -  and sum m er traffic.

We h ave built m ore  ch eck points, in order to furth er re strict traffic slow  and 
increase  delays at existing bottleneck s, to th e  deligh t of th e  local residents. 
Everyone  is so pleased w ith  our progress; th e  insurgents h ave even tak en to 
driving th e ir suicide  car bom bs into th e  new ly constructed ch eck points, as a tok en 
of th e ir gratitude.

Alas, w e  cannot forget th e  trem endous progress th e  Iraq i Arm y h as m ade  in 
building and securing th e ir ow n country. Th ey h ave placed fifteen Jersey barriers 
th rough out th e  tow n, even painted th em  w ith  Iraq i Police  logos, and righ t aw ay 
ram m ed th em  w ith  police  veh icles for good m easure!

W ay to go, Iraq is! W ay to go!

I w ill w rap th is up for now ; dream ing of cool w eath er, snow  cones, snow, anyth ing 
to tak e  m y m ind aw ay from  th e  boiling h eat of living in a sh ipping container w ith  
a brok en air conditioner.

Be Easy Everybody!

Joh n
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Th ey cam e  today.
Tw o Sergeants left a few  h ours ago. SFC Andrew  Beck  is  m y 
"Casualty Assistance  O fficer". I ask ed Beck  h ow  did m y son 
die. H e  said th ey found h im  at 06:30 am  on April 9 th  w ith  a 
gunsh ot w ound to h is h ead. I ask ed,

"Found h im ? W as h e  lost? W as h e  AW O L? W as h e  on 
D uty?" Beck  said th at h e  didn't h ave any m ore  inform ation 
until after th e  investigation. "W h o sh ot h im ? I ask ed. W as it 
friendly or enem y fire? Beck  look ed dow n and said h e  did 
not k now  at th is tim e. I inform ed Beck  th at I h ad spok en to 
h is  w ife, and sh e  told m e  th at sh e  h ad spok en to Jak e  a 
couple of h ours prior to th em  finding h im . Sh e  told m e  th at 
h e  w as in good spirits, and m ak ing plans for w h en h e  cam e  
h om e. I also inform ed Beck  th at Jak e  h ad a m yspace  w eb  site  
w h ere  h e  w ould w rite  dow n h is feelings and concerns, I also 
told Beck  I understand psych ology and th at Jak e  w ould not 
k ill h im self w ith out leaving a note  to explain w h y. H e  told 
m e  not to listen to any oth er story until I got th e  full report 
from  h im  in a few  w ee k s. Jak e's body w ould be  in th e  United 
States by 10:30 tonigh t.

I ask ed th e  tw o sergeants, "We bom bed Iraq  back  to th e  
stone  age....We h ave k illed over 4,000 Am erican 
soldiers....O ne m illion Iraq i civilians..... W h at for?....W h at did 
m y son die  for?" Both  sergeants sh ook  th e ir h eads in unison 
saying, "We don't k now " as th ey sh rugged. Th ey h ad m e  sign 
som e  release  form s before  I e scorted th em  out.

~ Steven D ouglas Elw ood

I'll Carry Th at for You
b y R ob ynn Murray.

D ear friend don’t w orry
I’ll carry th at burden for you.

Place it on m y sh oulders
All I ask  is  th is; Never forget m e.

 
My friend I’m  h appy to carry your freedom .

Th ank  you for believing in m e.
W h at’s th at? I’m  a h ero?

I never th ough t so.
Just doing m y job.

I do it so you don’t h ave to.
 

Friend, w h ere  h ave you been?
Busy? O h , Sorry to both er you.

W h ere  did your yellow  ribbon go?
O k ay I understand.

Yes I’m  still carrying it for you.
It gets h eavier every day.

 
Friend! Friend! W h ere  are  you?

O h  th ere  you are.
You’re  h ard to find th e se  days.
W h at’s th at? You h ave to go?

W ait! 
 

Friend, I carried th at burden as long as I could
Now  I’m  brok en and h urting.

I could use  som e  h elp. 
You are  now h ere  to be  found.
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O ne w ould th ink  th e  six-plus 
years of h onorable service  I gave to 
m y country w ould m erit at least a tit-
for-tat re sponse  from  our deep-
pock eted Uncle Sam . After all, it 
w ould only req uire  th ree  days of th e  
$720 m illion per-day cost of th e  
current conflict to finance  th e  Post 
9 /11 Veterans Educational Assistance  
Act (VEAA, or th e  "21st Century GI 
Bill") be ing proposed by Senators Jim  
Webb (D -VA), Ch uck  H agel (R -NE), 
and Frank  Lautenburg (D -NJ). 
Considering th e  new ly unveiled 
system ic corruption w ith in th e  VA 
(m aliciously concealing suicide  rates, 
inform ing NY VA em ployees not to 
counsel O IF/O EF vets on th e ir 
disability claim s, etc.) and its toll on 
returning w ounded w arriors, one  
w ould th ink  th at Am erican pundits 
and law m ak ers w ould vigorously 
applaud any renovation in veterans' 
benefits; but th ey aren't.

Even Senator Joh n McCain (R -
AZ ), w h o is q uick  to rem ind potential 
voters in th e  presidential race  of h is  
service  record as a form er PO W, h as 
been silent on th is particular, issue  to 
th e  point of obscenity; h e  h as th us far 
refused to co-sponsor th e  b ill (S. 22 in 
th e  Senate), and refused com m ent to 
reporters from  various Military Tim es 
publications. H is adversarie s in th e  
presidential election, Senators Barack  
O bam a (D -IL) and H illary Clinton (D -
NY) h ow ever, h ave recognized th e  
utm ost im portance  of th is legislation 
and h ave signed th e ir support for th e  
b ill. Neith er of th em  are  veterans, yet 
both  h ave th e  intestinal fortitude  to 
support th e  troops and k e ep th e  

prom ise s m ade  to th em  at th e  
recruiting center.

W h en th e  GI Bill of R igh ts 
w as e stablish ed under FD R 's 
adm inistration, it w as one  of th e  m ost 
significant pieces of legislation our 
country h as ever k now n. It provided 
an education to returning W W II vets 
and e ssentially created our m iddle class 
(w h ich  is, by th e  w ay, dim inish ing once  
again). W W II and K orea veteran 
Senator Joh n W arner (R -VA) recently 
lent h is support as a lead co-sponsor, 
rem inding th e  Senate  of th e  suprem e  
im portance  of th e  original GI Bill, 
from  w h ich  h e  directly benefited. For a 
generation be ing lauded as "th e  next 
greatest generation," our ow n 
generation of veterans sh ould be  able 
to count on a sim ilarly supportive 
governm ent in self- im provem ent 
th rough  education, as our h eroic 
predecessors w ere  able to; but w e  can't.

Veterans h olding th e ir breath  
w aiting to h ear from  th e  Pentagon 
regarding th is m atter can expect to 
turn blue in th e  face. A recent Marine  
Corps Tim es article m ade  it clear th at 
defense  officials "oppose  GI Bill 
increases out of a concern th at m ore  
generous benefits w ould h urt 
retention." Is it unfath om able to th ink  
th at anyone  re - enlists out of h eritage  
or patriotism  anym ore? Perh aps 
officials are  beginning to appreciate  
th e  ability of th e  average  Am erican to 
see  th e  im m ense  social and econom ic 
th reat th is w ar poses to th e  stability of 
our country. Beside s, de spite  th e  
obvious insecurity of W ash ington 
brass, any boost to th e  GI Bill is going 

to be  an enlistm ent m ultiplier. Even 
w ith  it's sh ortcom ings, th e  current 
Montgom ery GI Bill rem ains th e  
single m ost pow erful tool in th e  
m ilitary's recruitm ent arsenal,  and 
th at's a no-brainer.

In re sponse  to th e  enorm ous 
support for S. 22, and th e  e q uivalent 
H R  2702 in th e  H ouse  introduced by 
R epresentative Bobby Scott (D -VA), 
th e  D epartm ent of D efense  h as 
th row n its support be h ind an ad- h oc 
b ill proposed by R epresentatives Joh n 
Boozm an (R -AR ) and Steph anie  
H erseth  Sandlin (D -SD ), H R  5684; 
astonish ingly adding th at th e  
R epresentatives' proposed $500 
stipend (significantly less th an S. 22's 
E-5 local BAH  rate) sh ould be  furth er 
reduced to $245, and any benefit 
increases only be  offered to new  
recruits w h o sign up for four years or 
m ore.  Sorry folk s, you don't q ualify if 
you're  reading th is and h ave served 
your country h onorably during th e  
Global W ar on Terror so far.  

Not surprisingly, Senator 
McCain h as recently band-w agoned a 
b ill in th e  Senate  th at w ould favor 
career m ilitarists and leave R eserve 
and National Guard (w h o constitute  
over 40% of th e  troops in com bat) 
largely h igh  and dry. Along w ith  
Senators Lindsey Grah am  (R -SC) and 
R ich ard Burr (R -NC), McCain h as 
offered h is  tak e  on th e  GI Bill crisis in 
th e  Enh ancem ent of R ecruitm ent, 
R etention, and R eadjustm ent th rough  
Education Act (ER R R EA), w h ich  is  
an insult to th ose  w h o h ave suffered 
and sacrificed in its disproportionate

Pentagon O pposes Veterans Benefits
D efense  D epartm ent O fficials O bstruct 
Efforts to Increase  G.I. Bill Payouts for 
GW O T Veterans b y Logan Laituri



favor for th e  lifers; for exam ple, th e  
th ousands of w ounded w arriors 
irreversibly disabled in com bat and 
m edically disch arged w ould lose  th e ir 
opportunity for full educational 
benefits.

By now, if you've been 
h olding your breath , you m ay be  
turning from  an expectant blue to a 
furious red. For th e  m illions w h o h ave 
served since  9 /11, th e  VEAA is our 
best h ope  for see ing educational 
prom ise s com e  to fruition. Not only is 
it long overdue, it is th e  least our 
elected representatives can do in return 
for th e  service  w e  h ave offered, 
e specially since  w e  w ere  all explicitly 
offered it at th e  recruiter's office  and 
h ave paid for it w ith  our ow n m oney. 
Furth erm ore, it is necessary to th e  
survival of our generation of vets, 
w h o h ave been victim  to a suicide  
epidem ic of h orrific proportions. 
Studie s h ave sh ow n th at suicide  rates 

decrease  significantly w h en th e  rate  of 
education increases.  For a 
dem ograph ic th at is diseased w ith  a 
record- h igh  h igh  attrition rate  fueled 
by PTSD, an increase  in opportunitie s 
for education could very w ell be  our 
vaccine.

Beside  th e  VEAA and th e  
egregious ER R R EA, th ere  h ave been a 
sm all slew  of b ills introduced in both  
h alls of Congress, but none  as 
supportive and deserved as th e  21st 
Century GI Bill.  In a country th at 
scream s from  its bum per stick ers to 
"Support th e  Troops," it is 
unconscionable th at any law m ak er 
NO T support th is legislation.  W ith  
tw in support from  w ith in both  th e  
Senate  Arm ed Forces and Veterans 
Adm inistration com m ittees (Ch airm en 
D aniel Ak ak a (D -H I) and Carl Levin 
(D -MI) both  sponsor th e  b ill in it's 
current form ), it is inconceivable th at 
our Com m ander in Ch ief (or any 

candidate  th ereto) th reatens to veto 
th e  b ill, th ough  h e  declares just th at. 
Such  a stance  begs th e  q uestion, 
exactly w h om  does our President 
support, if not th e  h onorable service  
of (and prom ise s to) th ose  h e  
com m ands, and th e  constituentcy to 
w ich  h e  is  servant?  To w h at banner 
does h e  pledge  allegiance, if not th e  
sam e  under w h ich  our courageous 
service  m em bers raise  th e ir righ t h and, 
reciting th e ir oath  of enlistm ent? 
Th e ir prom ise  to defend against 
th reats to th e  Constitution are  not 
be ing eq ually m et w ith  a fulfillm ent of 
th e  prom ise s m ade  upon th e ir 
enlistm ents, and th at's enough  to m ak e  
any Am erican red in th e  face.

Logan Laituri served  in th e  
U.S. A rm y as an artillery forward  
ob server and  spent a year in Iraq  with  th e  
25th  Infantry Division.
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SGT Pat Neilson &  SSG Ted  R ak ar, com b at engine ers with  th e  National Guard  and  university stud ents in Ind iana, PA
Ph otos from  th e  Week end  Warrior Project b y Bill Th om as

For m ore inform ation and  to tak e  action, visit gibill2008.com
Th e G.I. Bill 2008 cam paign is a project of  Iraq  and  A fgh anistan Veterans of  A m erica - iava.org
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Th e  death  toll th at m ost 
people are  oblivious to, th at 4,000+  
num ber, h as doubled in th e  last tw o 
and a h alf years, righ t? W R O NG! 
D ead w rong. Th ere  are  som e  details 
th at disq ualify soldiers from  th e  
m ilitary body count. For exam ple, 
m ost people w h o sustain grave 
ph ysical w ounds, but die  outside  of 
Iraq , are  not counted. Most people 
w h o are  seriously w ounded are  
often rush ed out of th e  country in 
drug- induced com as to save th e ir 
lives, but I th ink  it’s also dam age  
control on th e  part of th e  m ilitary. 
Suicides, caused by post-traum atic 
stress disorder, are  also excluded. 
Th e  death  toll w ould be  m uch  
h igh er if suicides and extracountry 
w ere  counted.

O ne of th e  soldiers in m y 
battalion, 3/82 Field Artillery, died 
of 3rd degree  burns over 100% of 
h er body, as w ell as h er lungs and 
m outh . Specialist Marisol H eredia 
w as a w ater treatm ent specialist in 
our unit, because  of a sh ortage  of 
people w ith  th e  correct sk ills, sh e  
w as pum ping fuel into a h uge  
generator. Th is th ing w as about th e  
size  of a 12-passenger van. Being 
im properly trained, som eth ing w ent 
w rong and som e h ow  th e  generator 
caugh t fire. Sh e  w as h eroically 
dragged from  th e  flam es by 
Sergeant Vaugh n and rush ed to th e  
CSH  (Com bat Surgical H ospital) all 
th e  w h ile scream ing and repeating, 
"K ill m e...K ill m e..." In th e  IZ  
(International Z one), also k now n as 
Bagh dad's infam ous "Green Z one," 
sh e  w as provided em ergency care  
and from  th ere  sh e  w as rush ed to a 
h ospital stateside  in San Antonio, 

Texas. Th e  incident and our 
battalion com m ander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Mik e  Tarsa, w ere  
investigated; th e  re sults w ere  
deem ed inconclusive.

I w as recently in our special 
projects sh op for th e  First Cavalry 
D ivision and I noticed a poster 
board w ith  th e  nam es of th e  fallen 
for O IF 2006-2008. Curious, I 
search ed for h er nam e  and found it 
w asn't th ere. I ask ed SSG D ees if 
th e se  w ere  all th e  nam es, and h e  
said yes. It w as explained to m e  th at 
th e  list w as not up to date, so I plan 
on ch eck ing th e  O IF m em orial 
since  all th e  nam es from  O IF 06-08 
w ere  recently added. If h er nam e  
isn't on th at, you can bet CNN w ill 
be  getting a call and Fox New s can 
be  sh am ed for dism issing a good 
story.

It sh ould be  noted th at sh e  
w as a m onth  sh y of h er 20th  
b irth day w h en sh e  w as tak en off of 
life  support. H er epiderm is w as 
entirely gone  and h er body could 
not resist bacterial infection. Sh e  is  
survived by h er sisters, fiance  
(Sergeant Travis Beaum ont), and 
h er m oth er. Sergeant Vaugh n 
rece ived no aw ards for 
courageously and selflessly pulling 
H eredia from  th e  blazing flam es at 
great personal risk .

W h at about th e  oth er 
casualties of w ar? Th e  am putees, 
paraplegics, q uadriplegics, people 
w ith  brain dam age  and h earing loss, 
personalitie s th at are  perm anently 
ch anged for th e  w orse, m arriages 
ruined (divorces am ong officers 
h ave risen 300% and enlisted 
people h ave a 200% h igh er divorce  

rate  th an before  2003), and ch ildren 
w h o are  m essed up by separation 
from  th e ir parents. Is th is w ar 
w orth  it? Is any possible success 
w orth  th e  cost? I m ean, to th e  
average  person -  I k now  it's w orth  
it to D ick  Ch eney. If it w as a sales 
transaction and som e  suprem e  
be ing said, "O k , you can h ave a few  
h undred b illion dollars in exch ange  
for about 200 daugh ters, w ives, 
aunts, sisters, friends and m oth ers, 
3,800 (give  or tak e  a few ) sons, 
h usbands, fath ers, uncles, broth ers, 
and friends; oh , and m ost of your 
allies, your bull m ark et, and all of 
your credib ility." W h o w ould tak e  
th at deal? In a room  w ith  
300,000,000 people in it I bet 100 
w ould raise  th e ir h ands. I bet th ey'd 
all get tarred and feath ered too, so I 
don't get w h at's so different about 
stretch ing it out over 5 years. It's 
lik e  a finance  deal, w ith  th e  
Constitution as collateral.

O ur righ ts to liberty and 
justice  for all are  m uscles w h ich  
sh ould never be  allow ed to atroph y. 
D on't be  trodden upon by th e  
m ilitary industrial m ach ine.

Before  I go too far off th e  
deep end, I leave you w ith  th is. W ar 
is h ell.

Bryan is an active-d uty enlisted  
sold ier currently stationed  at Ft. H ood , 
h e  m aintains a b log at 
h oodgi.blogspot.com

E d . note: Since th is article was written, 
SPC H ered ia's nam e h as b e en ad d ed  to 
th e  O IF Mem orial at Cooper Field . 
Many th ank s to everyone wh o called , 
wrote, and  h elped  to m ak e  th at h appen.

Th e  Brigh t Side  of De ath b y Bryan H annah

H ow  th e  Military Is H iding Casualties of W ar in Plain Sigh t
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IN MEMO R IAM
All gave som e. Som e  gave all.

R EMEMBER ED  BY: 
Sh olom  K eller

R EMEMBER ED  BY: 
Toby H artbarger

R EMEMBER ED  
BY: Sergio K och ergin
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R EMEMBER ED  BY: 
Geoffrey Millard R EMEMBER ED  BY: SGT Coppa
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Survivor's Guilt b y Cloy R ich ard s

ce nturion.purs e @ gm ail.com

(Ce nturion's  Purs e  is  also a Face book  Caus e )

I stare  at th is paper and don't k now  w h at to say
I don't feel righ t saying "h appy m em orial day"
I don't find anyth ing h appy in th e  price  you've paid
We're  both  just paw ns w h en th is gam e  called w ar gets played

My body cam e  h om e  but m y spirit just stayed
Th at h ot Iraq i day w h en you w ere  slayed 

W atch ing m y back  so I could sleep unafraid
I h eard th e  explosion from  w h ere  I laid
And instantly I w atch ed th e  sk ie s go gray
I w atch ed m y life  just float aw ay
H ow  could th ings go th is w ay?

You w ere  m y broth er in arm s and you took  m y place
But not lik e  th e  w ay th at car bom b took  your face
And blew  off your lim bs 

W h en I th ink  about it m y h ead starts to spin

I get nauseous w h en I th ink  of your fam ily
I w ant to tell th em  I truly am  sorry
I'm  sorry your son died protecting m e
Th is isn't th e  w ay th ings w ere  m eant to be

You see  th at day your son took  m y duty
Your broth er sacrificed four h ours of sleep
So h e  could go guard a gate  for m e
Your fiancée  took  m y fate  from  m e
I'm  sorry your fath er took  m y place for m e
I'm  sorry I can spend Mem orial D ay w ith  m y fam ily
Today sh ould h ave been a m em orial for m e
At least th en th e  survivor could h ave lived guilt-free

Th is poem  was Written on Mem orial Day, 2006

R EMEMBER ED  BY: Cam eron W h ite  
and Matt H ow ard

R EMEMBER ED  BY: 
Bryan H annah



Th e  Calm  Be fore  th e  Sand
calm b eforeth esand .b logspot.com
Active D uty Arm y Specialist back  from  Iraq , w h o m anages 
to k e ep blogging even th ough  h e 's back  to h is  w ife  and life  
outside  th e  sandbox once  m ore. "I served w ith  h onor, even 
as m y countrym en back  h om e  left m e  to rot, and th ough  I 
h ad lost all faith  in th e  ability of w ar to secure  peace."

Iraq : Th e  Purgatorium  - Th e  Usual Suspe ct
th eunlik elysold ier.b logspot.com
"You can't tak e  m y soul aw ay from  m e". A m ortarm an in 
Iraq , sch eduled to com e  h om e  som etim e  betw een 'soon' 
and 'now ', "G-ddam n th is place. G-d dam n th e se  streets, 
th e  filth , th e  fuck ing stench , th e  eyes on you, th e  gear you 
h um p everyw h ere, and th e  fash ionable O ak leys th at protect 
our eyes from  w h atever." Includes a soundtrack  guaranteed 
to be  just as loud and in-your-face  as any grunt could w ant.

Irritate d Ve t
irritated vet.b logspot.com
"O bservations on th e  q uagm ire  in Iraq , from  an Iraq  Vet's 
view." H eavy on th e  political insigh t, th is intel analyst's sk ills 
h aven't atroph ied since  h e  got out. If only th e  leadersh ip 
w ere  reading h im , instead of th e  oth er w ay around.

Soldie r, Inte rrupte d
h ood gi.b logspot.com
Fort H ood active duty soldier and proud IVAW  m em ber, 
"You w ant to try to ch arge  us w ith  m anufacturing dissent? 
Put th e  h andcuffs on th at NCO  or O fficer w h o treated us 
all lik e  sub h um an be ings w ith  serial num bers. Talk  to th e  
generals and colonels w h o bargain w ith  our lives, lik e  
num bers to add blood m edals to th e ir ch e sts. Talk  to our 
president and h is  cronie s w h o ignore  our crie s for reprieve."

Arm y Se rge ant
actived utypatriot.b logspot.com
An active duty m ilitary intelligence  NCO  currently 
stationed overseas, and anoth er proud IVAW  m em ber w h o 
believes in uph olding full legality in both  obligations. If you 
w ant to read th e  fine  points of h ow  m ilitary law  
accom odates IVAW, or inform ation on m ilitary break dow n, 
h it h er up h ere.

Th is  Fuck ing W ar
th isfuck ingwar.b logspot.com
MadTom  engages in a labor of love, putting togeth er a 
group of posts from  m ilitary veterans. All h ard h itting, all 
straigh t up.

GI Kate
m yam ericaniraq life.b logspot.com
A fem ale NCO  veteran, w ith  com plicated feelings about 
Iraq , th e  Arm y, and th e  BS th at surrounds it. Look ing for 
oth er fem ale veterans in New  York .

Ve t Voice
vetvoice.com
O ne- stop sh opping for blogs about th e  w ar and veteran's 
issues. Brandon Friedm an, R ock  R ich ard, and LT Nixon 
frontpage from  th ere. From  Brandon, "My q uestion: W h y 
is it th at noth ing ch anges until som eone  goes to th e  m edia? 
All w e  ever h ear in th e  m ilitary is, "Use  your ch ain of 
com m and.  Use  your ch ain of com m and." Well, using th e  
ch ain of com m and didn't stop th e  torture  at Abu Gh raib. It 
didn't get us enough  arm or for our veh icles in Iraq . It 
didn't fix th e  disgraceful conditions at W alter R eed or th e  
barrack s at Fort Bragg. None of th e se  situations w ere  
rectified until th e  m edia got involved."

Colby Buzze ll: My W ar
cb ftw.b logspot.com
An infantrym an w h o got out. Unfortunately, th e  Arm y's 
se en fit to call h im  back . In h is  ow n w ords: "I really w as 
look ing forw ard to applying m y GI Bill to ph otograph y 
classe s so I could learn h ow  to tak e  pictures. But now, 
th ank s to not enough  Am ericans volunteering for m ilitary 
service, I now  h ave to w orry about m y picture  appearing on 
th e  second or th ird page  of m y h om etow n paper w ith  th e  
w ords, "it w as h is  second deploym ent" in m y obituary."
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As Am ericans, w e  are  born w ith  th is predisposed notion to be  "proud to be  an Am erican," or to "pursue  th e  
Am erican D ream ." W h y th en, w ith  th is ingrained h ubris, h ave th e  Am erican people allow ed th e  very th ings th at w e  h ave been 
told are  uniq ue  about th is country to be  stripped aw ay from  us, one  Am endm ent at a tim e? I see  all of th is proclivity across 
Am erica, and I am  am azed at h ow  effectively certain individuals h ave e stablish ed control over th e  m asse s under th is 
increasingly large  um brella of public protection; public opinion h as becom e  a non- issue  for th e  governm ent.

W h at does it say about th e  efficiency of our current political structure  w h en th e  politicians w h om  th e  Am erican 
people h ave directly elected h ave failed to gain control of th is unrestrained adm inistration? W h en th e  m any are  controlled by 
th e  few, th e  interests of th e  several tak e  a back seat to th e  interests of th e  elite. W h y th en, m ust our broth ers and sisters 
continue  to be  subjected to an occupation based on fabricated intelligence  and deceptive persuasion of public opinion? 
General Petraeus told Congress th at w e  are  in Iraq  protecting national interests, but failed to elaborate  on w h at exactly th ose  
interests are. I find it increasingly difficult to believe th at th e  Am erican people don't see  h ow  th is failed fore ign policy h as 
de stroyed th e  lives of m illions, w h ile only benefitting corporate  profiteers. W h y h ave so m any people pretended to support 
our troops, w h en th ey h ave done  next to noth ing to give  our troops th e  support th ey need once  th ey arrive  h om e?

It m ay seem  lik e  I am  ask ing a lot of q uestions. I am  doing so to provok e  th ough t. Look  around you at our failing 
econom y, struggling m ilitary, poor q uality education, th e  food crisis, increasing national debt, and our vast unem ploym ent. 
Look  around and tell m e  th at it isn't tim e  for our Constitution to be  re instated, and for th e  control of th is country to return 
to its people. Now  is th e  tim e  to em brace  th e  dissent on w h ich  th is country w as founded.

Th e  Pitfalls of Com placency       b y N ick  Morgan

O r do you? Yes, you volunteered. No, you w eren’t 
drafted. But volunteer or conscript, you h ave th e  righ t to 
speak  your m ind. W h o gave you th is righ t? In th e  
D eclaration of Independence, our Founders firm ly and 
unapologetically proclaim , “We h old th e se  truth s to be  self-
evident, th at all m en are  created eq ual, th at th ey are  
endow ed by th e ir Creator w ith  certain unalienable R igh ts, 
th at am ong th e se  are  Life, Liberty and th e  pursuit of 
H appiness. —  Th at to secure  th e se  righ ts, Governm ents are  
instituted am ong Men, deriving th e ir just pow ers from  th e  
consent of th e  governed.  

“Unalienable” is  defined in Merriam -Webster’s 
D ictionary of Law  as “incapable of be ing alienated, 
surrendered, or transferred." By definition, righ ts cannot be  
given or tak en aw ay. Th is is  th e  foundation upon w h ich  th e  
First Am endm ent of th e  Constitution re sts: “Congress sh all 
m ak e  no law  respecting an e stablish m ent of religion, or 
proh ib iting th e  free  exercise  th ereof; or abridging th e  
freedom  of speech , or of th e  press, or th e  righ t of people 
peaceably to assem ble, and to petition th e  Governm ent for a 
redress of grievances.” 

Th ere  are  of course  lim itations on w h at is 
considered “free  speech ” based upon legal precedents 
e stablish ed in th e  courts but, contrary to w h at you m igh t 
h ave been led to believe, th ere  is  no clause  in th e  First 
Am endm ent w h ich  states, “except for Mem bers of th e  
Arm ed Forces.” D oes th is m ean you w on’t be  h arassed for 
exercising your righ ts? Not necessarily, as you m igh t already 

h ave noticed. Som e  com m anders and NCO s are  so used to 
th ink ing you don’t h ave righ ts th at w h en you start acting lik e  
you do th ey tak e  it as an invitation to a sm ok e  se ssion. 
O th ers k now  better and sim ply don’t care. In practice, th e  
only righ ts you h ave are  th e  ones you claim  and exercise  
under law.   

If you do ch oose  to risk  th e  w rath  of your ch ain-of-
com m and by speak ing your m ind, be  sm art about it.  R ead 
up on th e  regs first and contact a law yer if you h ave 
q uestions. D oD  D irectives 1325.6, 7050.6, and 1344.10 
furth er clarify your First Am endm ent righ ts as a Mem ber of 
th e  Arm ed Forces, and are  useful for staying out of trouble 
w h ile engaging in your civic re sponsib ilitie s. Also, review  th e  
relevant Uniform  Code  of Military Justice  (UCMJ) articles, 
w h ich  can be  found in th e  Manual for Courts Martial. Note 
th at Article 9 0c(2)(a)(v) specifie s th at com m anders do not 
h ave th e  auth ority to issue  an order w h ich  violates your 
constitutional righ ts, and Article 138 gives you th e  righ t to 
see k  a redress of grievances if you h ave been w ronged by 
your com m ander.

Exercising your First Am endm ent righ ts is  one  of 
th e  m ost patriotic th ings you can do, w h eth er your ch ain-of-
com m and or th e  m em bers of your unit sh are  your view s or 
not.  It’s also your duty as a re sponsible citizen.  D em ocracy 
req uire s m ore  th an just a vote  every tw o to four years to 
w ork .  It req uire s critical th ough t and active participation. 
If you w ant to ch ange  anyth ing you’ve got to educate  
yourself and m ak e  your voice  h eard. 

Th is is  th e  U.S. Military -  You H ave No R igh ts! 
A guide  for barrack s law yers b y TJ Buonom o
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Gre at Lak e s  &  Plains
April 18-20: Fourteen 

m em bers organized and attended a 
W inter Soldier event at th e  Iow a State  
Cam pus Antiw ar Netw ork  conference  
in Iow a City. IVAW  m em bers 
contributed to th e  opening plenary, 
"W h y We Say Troops O ut Now," and 
organized a local W inter Soldier event 
"Putting th e  War on Trial."

Mountain
May 16-18: Mem bers from  

th e  Mountain R egion joined by 
representatives from  Minnesota 
ch apter and th e  national office  in 
Ph iladelph ia h eld a strategy and 
planning retreat for th e  D em ocratic 
and R epublican National Conventions.

Mid-Atlantic
W ash ington, D.C.

April 24th : Tom  Morello of 
Th e  Nigh tw atch m an h eld a benefit 
concert for IVAW.  Th e  follow ing day, 
h e  and IVAW  m em bers from  th e  
Midatlantic region visited w ounded 
GIs at W alter R eed.

May 14th : Four Mem bers 
testified before  th e  Congressional No 
Fear Tribunal, sponsored by th e  No 
Fear Institute, Congressw om an Sh e ila 
Jack son Lee  and Senator Ch arles 
Grassley.  Th e  goal of th e  h earings 
w as to gath er inform ation about 
discrim ination and reprisal against 
w h istleblow ers.  IVAW  m em bers 
sh ared th e ir personal storie s and 
advocated for legislation th at w ould 
prevent and/or h old accountable 
m ilitary com m ands th at punish  
m em bers of th e  m ilitary for speak ing 
out w ith in th e ir righ ts.

Adam  Kok e s h  d iscussed th e  
dow ngrading of disch arges and 
h arassm ent of m em bers of th e  Marine  
Corps IR R  (Individual R eady R eserve) 
w h o h ave spok en out, including h is 
story, and th ose  of Cloy R ich ards and 
Liam  Madden. Geoff Millard testified 

on th reats and h arassm ent h e  rece ived 
as a m em ber of th e  New  York  
National Guard. Mark  W ilk erson 
discussed th e  h arassm ent h e  rece ived 
w h ile attem pting to get h is  CO  
(Conscientious O bjector) status 
approved.  T.J. Buonom o testified on 
be ing involuntarily disch arged from  
th e  Arm y after sending letters to h is  
Congressional representatives. Th ese  
four IVAW  m em bers w ere  joined by 
attorney Mik e  Lebow itz, a re serve JAG 
officer and Iraq  veteran w h o 
specializes in m ilitary free  speech  
issues. 

May 15: Nine  W inter Soldier 
panelists testified under oath  before  
th e  Congressional Progressive  Caucus 
about rules of engagem ent, th e  k illing 
and abuse  of civilians, th e  use  of drop 
w eapons, and th e  true  conseq uenes of 
th e  "surge".

South e ast
North  Florida ch apte r

O n April 8th  th e  North  
Florida ch apter of IVAW  along w ith  
Veterans for Peace, Florida State  
University students for cam pus 
progress, and oth er FSU student 
groups h osted  a W inter 
Soldier panel in 
Gainesville FL. Students, 
veterans, and concerned 
citizens trick led in until 
th e  crow d reach ed near 
200 people.  Th e  panel 
included six veterans of 
th e  Iraq  w ar, four 
m em bers of th e  IVAW  
and tw o unaffiliated 
veterans. Th e  panel of 
vets spok e  on 
destruction of Iraq , 
violation of h um an 
righ ts, h ardsh ip on 
soldiers faced w ith  
m ultiple tours, and a 
brok en VA system , as 
w ell as oth er im portant 

topics. Vets told th e ir storie s to a 
captivated and sh ock ed audience  and 
th en opened th e  floor for q uestions. 
Th e  panel lasted nearly four h ours 
w ith  all of th e  audience  participation 
and w as a h uge  success leading to new  
IVAW  m em bersh ips. After th e  
conclusion of th e  panel FSU students 
and oth er audience  m em bers gath ered 
around to th ank  th e  veterans for 
com ing and sh aring th e ir personal 
truth s.  Th e  feeling in th e  air w as th at 
of em pow erm ent for both  th e  panel 
and th e  audience. O ne  audience  
m em ber ask ed, "W h ere  do you see  th e  
future  of th e  m ovem ent, and w h at can 
individuals do"?  Th e  answ er from  th e  
panel w as unanim ous, do anyth ing you 
can, individuals tak e  action don't w ait 
for oth ers to plan events th at you can 
sh ow  up to, m ove yourselves!  Th is 
w as one  of m any local w inter soldier 
events tak ing place around th e  
country. IVAW  m em bers are  tak ing 
w h at th ey experienced in Silver 
Springs and carrying it w ith  th em  back  
to th e ir h om es w h ere  th ey are  w ork ing 
to spread th e  truth , and to unify 
Am ericans to re sist th is illegal and 
im m oral occupation.

O ur Am e rica
b y Mary A nn Sch allert

Believe in your soul, in your h eart and your m ind
O ur country m ust be  th at great sh ining land
W h ere  w e  live every m inute  in justice  and peace
We believed th is as ch ildren before  w e  grew  up
We k now  th e  potential for greatness and good
We are  th e  people w h o can find a w ay
To all w ork  togeth er, to m ak e  th e  dream  real
O n th e  h orizon our Am erica's still th ere
W aiting for us, just a b it out of reach
To m y broth ers and sisters out th ere  in th e  w orld
Let's all m ak e  a difference, for everyone’s sak e

Mary A nn Sch allert recently retired  after over 20 years 
in th e  U.S. Navy
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Th e  inform ation you subm it w ill be  s e nt to m e m be rs  of Congre s s  and th e  Se nate .  Th e  appe al's  organize rs  
w ill not re le as e  your inform ation to any oth e r individual or organization.

Many active duty, re serve, and guard 
servicem em bers are  concerned about th e  w ar in 
Iraq  and support th e  w ith draw al of U.S. troops.

Th e  Appeal for R edress provides a UCMJ-
auth orized m eans th rough  w h ich  individual 
servicem em bers can urge  th e ir m em ber of 
Congress to end to th e  U.S. m ilitary occupation. 
Th e  appeal h as already reach ed th ousands of 
servicem em bers w h o see k  redress from  th e  w ar. 
Th e  initial appeal m essages w ere  delivered to 
m em bers of Congress on January 16, 2007. Th e  
Appeal for R edress w ill continue  to be  delivered to 
Congress until all our broth ers and sisters com e  
h om e  from  Iraq . Th e  w ording of th e  appeal is 
sh ort, sim ple, and to th e  point. It is patriotic and 
re spectful in tone.

h ttp://appe alforre dre s s.org

Clip and send to:

Appe al for R e dre s s
P.O . Box 53052

W ash ington, DC 20009
Mem bers of th e  m ilitary h ave a legal righ t 

to com m unicate  w ith  th e ir m em ber of Congress. 
Article 4.1 of D oD  D irective 7050.6, th e  Military 
W h istleblow er Protection Act, states th at 
"Mem bers of th e  Arm ed Forces sh all be  free  to 
m ak e  a protected com m unication to a m em ber of 
Congress."  Attorneys and counselors experienced 
in m ilitary law  are  available to h elp 
servicem em bers w h o need assistance  in 
countering any attem pts to suppress th is 
com m unication.

(360) 241-1414
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GIs  h ave  th e  le gal righ t to:

Cons ult w ith  a congre s s ional office , 

civilian couns e lor or s e rvice , or a law ye r about a 

proble m .

Appe al any court-m artial conviction, 

dis ch arge  de nial, or non-judicial punis h m e nt.

Say w h at th e y th ink  and fe e l about th e  

m ilitary, and participate  in pe ace ful 

de m ons trations  w h e n th e y're  off-duty, out of 

uniform , off-pos t, and in th e  U.S.A. (DoD 

Dire ctive  1325.6)

Re q ue s t re dre s s  from  th e ir Com m anding 

Office r for any grie vance , and w rite  a form al 

com plaint agains t th e ir CO if re dre s s  is  not 

grante d. (Article  138, UCMJ)

Re m e m be r: Righ ts  are  not give n, th e y are  fough t for and e xe rcis e d.
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UPCO MING IVAW  EVENTS
Ne w  England
H ik ing, canoeing, and cam ping trip in 
South ern Verm ont
Week end  of  June 21st
Contact new england@ ivaw.org

Ph illy Ch apte r
R eading of th e  D eclaration of 
Independence  across th e  street from  
w h ere  it w as w ritten
July 4th , 1200 h rs
Contact ph illy@ ivaw.org

Ash e ville  Ch apte r
Veterans' Voices -  a sh ow  by and about 
veterans, servicem em bers and th e ir fam ilies
Wed nesd ays at 1700 h rs
W PVM 103.5 FM
Contact vetsvoices@ yah oo.com

Madison Ch apte r
"Mem orial Mile" tom bstone  display
May 25th  - 31st
O lb rich  Park
Mem orial D ay Cerem ony
May 26th  at 1300 h rs
Jam es Mad ison Park
Contact m adison@ ivaw.org

North w e st
R egional W inter Soldier Panel
May 31st, 1200 h rs
Seattle Town H all
Contact seattle@ ivaw.org

Ch icago Ch apte r
Veterans H elping Veterans
Call-in sh ow  on Ch annel 21 CA N-TV
Th ursd ays at 1800h rs
Contact ch icago@ ivaw.org

Cam p Le je une
Mem orial D ay Tattoo Convention
May 23rd  - 26th
A lien A rt Tattoo Parlor
2005 Lejeune Blvd ., Jack sonville

Vice nza, Italy
Septem ber, 2008
Welcom e H om e  sh ow  for th e  173rd 
Airborne  BCT
Contact europe@ ivaw.org

Boston Ch apte r
Mem orial D ay BBQ  and care  pack age  party
May 25th , 1500 h rs
Contact boston@ ivaw.org

-USMC Maj. Ge n. 

Sm e dle y Butle r

-Ge n. W illiam  T. Sh e rm an




