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In tim e s  pas t, w ar m e ant 
s acrifice .  Food rations , cons um e r 
goods , s crap m e tal, fath e rs  and 
s ons , life  and lim b.  Battle s  w e re  
w on not s o m uch  w ith  w e aponry, 
but th rough  th e  w illingne s s  of a 
pe ople  to gut its e lf in th e  nam e  of 
victory.   (Adbus te rs , Jan/Fe b 
2007)

Fortunate ly, th is  nation 
h as  be e n able  to m ove  pas t 
s uch  nas ty form s  of w arfare . 
W e 've  m anage d to cre ate  a 
s ituation w h e re  le s s  th an one  
pe rce nt of th e  population 
s h oulde rs  one -h undre d pe rce nt 
of th e  burde n.  For m os t 
Am e ricans , th e  occupation of 
Iraq  is  a s pe ctator s port, 
re q uiring no m ate rial s acrifice  
w h ats oe ve r.  Th e y can e as ily 
put it out of th e ir m inds  and 
carry on w ith  live s , com ple te ly 
undis turbe d by th e  fact th at 
th e re 's  a fraq ing w ar going on.

W h ile  th e  m ajority of th is  
country's  population re m ains  
m ind-num bingly apath e tic, th e  

gove rnm e nt is  doing its  be s t to 
s cre w  ve te rans  out of th e ir 
righ tfully-e arne d be ne fits .  Th is  
pas t Monday, I w e nt to m y 
re gional VA office  in orde r to 
re file  m y claim  (afte r th e y "los t 
m y pape rw ork " th e  firs t tim e ). 
Th e re  are  curre ntly ove r s ix 
h undre d th ous and back logge d 
claim s  w aiting to be  adjudicte d 
by th e  VA, w ith  an ave rage  w ait-
tim e  of 177 days ; th e  ve ry le as t 
th os e  as s -dragging, pape r-
pus h ing, ch airborne  de s k  
jock e ys  can do is  m ove  w ith  a 
s e ns e  of purpos e .  In 2006, a 
s um  total of $368 m illion w as  
give n to s e nior e xe cutive s  of 
th e  De partm e nt of Ve te rans ' 
Affairs  (w h o h ave  th e ir ow n 
lobbying group) in th e  form  of 
annual bonus e s ; not m one y (as  
th e  Pre s ide nt w ould s ay) "to put 
food on th e ir fam ilie s ," but 
bonus e s  ave raging a payout of 
ove r s ixte e n grand e ach .  By 
com paris on, th e  am ount of 
s upple m e ntal funding grante d 

by Congre s s  to th e  VA for th e  
ye ar 2007 w as  le s s  th an h alf 
th at am ount, $150 m illion.

As  I s it h e re  and w rite  
th is , a brigade  of s oldie rs  from  
th e  10th  Mountain Divis ion is  
pre paring for de ploym e nt to 
Iraq , m any of th e m  w ill be  going 
th e re  for th e  s e cond or th ird 
tim e .  W e  w is h  th e m  th e  be s t of 
luck , and h ope  and pray for 
th e ir s afe  re turn. W e  prom is e  to 
k e e p up th e  s truggle  w h ile  
th e y're  gone , to continue  
w ork ing tow ards  our obje ctive  
of bringing all th e  troops  h om e  
alive  and providing th e m  w ith  
th e  s upport and care  th at th e y 
de s e rve .
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Th e  Santa Barbara ch apte r of VFP is  
offe ring to h e lp re pre s e nt ve te rans  w h o h ave  
be e n e xpos e d to de ple te d uranium  radiation and 
are  s uffe ring from  cance r or oth e r s ide  e ffe cts . 
Th e  ch apte r h as  e xpe rtis e  in m e dical and 
adm inis trative  law .  Dr. A. I. H oltz , MD, h as  
s e ve n ye ars  of e xpe rie nce  on th e  rating board in 
th e  Los  Ange le s  office .

Th e  ch apte r h as  s tarte d a program  and 
done  re s e arch  to de ve lop a brie f for pre s e ntation 
to th e  VA rating board in orde r to obtain s e rvice  
conne ction dis ability for affe cte d ve te rans .  OEF 
and OIF ve ts  are  e ncourage d to ge t in touch  
w ith  th e m  for m ore  inform ation on th is  proje ct.

Contact th e  ch apte r w ith  any q ue s tions : 
vfps b@ vfps b.org

VETERANS EXPOSED TO DEPLETED URANIUM:
CH APTER 54 OF VETERANS FOR PEACE NEEDS YOU

At th e  outs e t of th e  w ar, 
I fe lt th at th e  invas ion of Iraq  
w as  uncalle d for.  As  a re s e rvis t 
atte nding Clare m ont McKe nna 
Colle ge  ne ar Los  Ange le s , I 
joine d th e  big day of s tude nt 
w alk outs  in Fe bruary of 2003. 
Th e re  w e re  s pe e ch e s , a 
h um an pe ace  s ign, and a 
m arch  th rough  th e  m iddle  of 
cam pus .  I found m ys e lf 
s urrounde d by s tude nts  and 
profe s s ors  trying to re live  th e  
60s , th e ir appare nt ignorance  
s urpas s e d only by th e ir lack  of 
h ygie ne . 

At m y unit's  m onth ly drill 
in De ce m be r of 2003, th e  
com m ande r announce d th at 
th e  Marine  Corps  w as  s e e k ing 
volunte e rs  for th e  3rd Civil 
Affairs  Group.  I jum pe d at th e  
ch ance . I didn’t w ant to “m is s  
th e  party.”  I als o be lie ve d at 
th at tim e , along w ith  m os t of 
Am e rica, th at w e  w e re  cle aning 
up our m e s s  in Iraq .  I th ough t 
it w as  re s pons ible  fore ign 
policy, trying to do s om e  good 
for th e  Iraq i pe ople .

I w as  activate d tw o 
w e e k s  be fore  w e  w e re  s e t to 
de ploy.  In be tw e e n filling out 
form s  and ch e ck ing out ge ar, I 
got e nough  civil affairs  training 
to le arn th at w e  w ould be  
w ork ing w ith  th e  Iraq i pe ople  
on local proje cts  s uch  as  
s ch ools , clinics , and w ate r 
facilitie s .  I w as  re ally e xcite d 
about it.  Th at w as  e xactly w h at 
Bus h  w as  s aying th e  

Am e ricans  w e re  doing in Iraq . 
I th ough t, “W e  are  going to be  
le ading th e  ch arge  to re build 
Iraq .” (To Marine s , e ve ry 
m is s ion is  a “ch arge .”  Marine s  
are  ofte n tas k e d w ith  le ading 
th e  ch arge  to cle an th e  h e ads , 
or s w ab th e  de ck s , or s tand 
around and s m ok e  cigare tte s .)

W h e n I got to Iraq , it 
w as  a diffe re nt s tory.  W e  w e re  
s ix-m an te am s  attach e d to 
battalions  or re gim e nts ; and 
w h e re  w e  w e re  in th e  Fallujah  
are a, you couldn’t go anyw h e re  
w ith out at le as t s ix H MMW Vs . 
W e  ofte n h ad to be g th e  
infantry com m ande rs  to tag 
along on th e ir convoys  in orde r 
to accom plis h  our m is s ions . 
W e  found ours e lve s  cons tantly 
s truggling to jus tify our 
e xis te nce .  W e  e ve n cam e  up 
w ith  a s logan: W e  care , s o th at 
you don’t h ave  to. 

Sure , it w as  funny at th e  
tim e ; but in re tros pe ct, it’s  
pre tty m e s s e d up.  Pe rh aps  if 
th e  s ituation h ad be e n th e  
oth e r w ay, if infantry units  w e re  
attach e d to civil affairs  te am s , 
th e n th e  US m ilitary w ould 
h ave  h ad s om e  cre dibility w ith  
th e  Iraq i pe ople  w h e n w e  told 
th e m  th at w e  w e re  th e re  to h e lp 
th e m .  Ins te ad, w e  put th e  
k ille rs  in ch arge . I’m  not 
advocating a com ple te  
re s tructuring of th e  m ilitary 
h e re .  Ours  is  th e  gre ate s t 
m ilitary on e arth , but it is  
de s igne d to de s troy oth e r 

nations ’ m ilitarie s .  In th e  w ords  
of Jas on Le m ie ux, “H am m e rs  
can’t fix com pute rs .”

Th e  only w ay th at I can 
de s cribe  th e  role  of civil affairs  
in th e  occupation of Iraq  is  th at 
it is  a fig le af.  I w as  once  
prais e d for tak ing picture s  of 
m y te am  dis tributing 
h um anitarian rations  be caus e  
th e y w ould be  us e d in a 
propaganda m agaz ine  th at 
w ould be  dis tribute d to Iraq is .  I 
don’t be lie ve  it h ad m uch  
e ffe ct, (th e  Iraq i pe ople  k now  
be tte r,) but it fe lt lik e  w e  w e re  
th e re  m ore  s o th at 
com m ande rs  could brag about 
all of th e  good w e  w e re  doing 
th an to actually do any good.

W e  care d s o th at th e y 
didn’t h ave  to - s o th at th e  
infantry com m ande rs  didn’t 
h ave  to, s o th at th e  Joint 
Ch ie fs  of Staff didn’t h ave  to, 
s o th at L. Paul Bre m e r 
(Dire ctor of Re cons truction and 
H um anitarian As s is tance  until 
th e  “h andove r of pow e r” on 
June  28th  of 2004) didn’t h ave  
to, s o th at Donald Rum s fe ld 
didn’t h ave  to, s o th at Dick  
Ch e ne y didn’t h ave  to, not th at 
h e  e ve r pre te nde d to; and s o 
th at le as t of all, Pre s ide nt Bus h  
didn’t h ave  to care  w h ile  h e  
gus h e d about m ak ing life  be tte r 
for th e  Iraq i pe ople .  I ris k e d 
m y life  s o th at th e y could look  
good, and th e y s till faile d.  W e  
w e re  a fig le af.

TH E FIG LEAF                  by Adam  Kok e s h
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Inte rvie w  w ith  a Marine  Sq uad Le ade r in Iraq   by A.A.P

It w as  2157 w h e n m y ph one  rang.  I 
k ne w  from  th e  unus ual ph one  num be r I s aw  on 
m y calle r ID th at it w as  h im .

“H e llo?” I ans w e re d.  H e  re plie d w ith  an 
e xh aus te d “H i, it’s  m e ”, in re ply.  Th e re  are , 
m os t of th e  tim e , five  to te n m inute  inte rvals  of 
airtim e  allow e d be fore  h is  s ate llite  ph one  
autom atically dis conne cts  its e lf.  It w as  m any 
brie f dialogue s  pie ce d toge th e r th at m ade  th e  
rough ly tw e nty m inute s  of conve rs ation w e  h ad. 

Afte r w e  h ad both  as s ure d one  th at th e  
oth e r w as  doing w e ll, I be gan to as k  th is  Marine  
infantrym an of nine  ye ars  a fe w  q ue s tions .  Not 
k now ing w h at ans w e rs  from  h im  to e xpe ct, I 
w as  s urpris e d by th e  blunt h one s ty I h ad gotte n. 

A.A.P.: “So, w h at, w ith out com prom is ing your 
and your Marine s ’ s e curity, h ave  you be e n 
doing ove r th e re ?”
Marine : “Noth ing.  Not m uch , I m e an.”
A.A.P. “Not m uch ?  Th at’s  s urpris ing.”
Marine : “W e ll, w e  h ave n’t tak e n m uch  fire  s ince  
w e ’ve  be e n h e re  is  w h at I m e an.  It’s  fraq ing 
h ot; I’m  tire d …  18 h our patrols  …  w e  all jus t 
w ant to go h om e .  It’s  tim e  for us  to go h om e  
now , th at’s  w h at w e ’ve  de cide d.”

A.A.P. “W h at are  your patrols  lik e ?”
Marine : “W e ll, I s aid w e  don’t tak e  m uch  s m all 
arm s  fire , but IEDs  are  e ve ryw h e re .  So 
bas ically, w e  drive  around all day w aiting to ge t 
blow n up, m ak e s  no s e ns e .”
A.A.P. “So, do you th ink  w h at you’re  doing in Iraq  
is  bulls h it?”
Marine : “Ye s .”
A.A.P. “Do you th ink  th e  w ar’s  bulls h it?”
Marine : “Ye s .”
A.A.P. “I m e an, by going h om e , do you m e an 
ne ve r com ing back  to Iraq  as  a w h ole ?”
Marine : “Ye s  …  one  m ore  m onth  … ”

Afte r our brie f inte rvie w , w h ich  w as  
inte rrupte d m any tim e s  w ith  poor re ce ption and 
tim e rs , w e  conclude d our form al conve rs ation 
w ith  tim e line s  of h is  unit’s  forth com ing 
de parture  and trans ition.  H e  s ounde d drunk  
from  lack  of s le e p and nouris h m e nt w h e n h e  
s pok e .  Ye t th rough  all h is  ange r and bitte rne s s , 
I h e ard no s igns  of confus ion or w ave ring in h is  
re s pons e s .  Th ough  brie f, th is  inte rvie w  is  an 
im portant look  –  in re al tim e  –  w ith out th e  luxury 
of h inds igh t, into one  Marine ’s  e xpe rie nce s  on 
th e  front line s  of th e  occupation in Iraq .

Talil Airbas e   -  Draw ing and poe m  by Aaron H ugh e s , IVAW  Ch icago ch apte r

Tire d
Dus t cove re d

W aiting
Convoy cle arance

Th re e  w e e k s  gone
Los t dus k  in w e s te rn Iraq

IED on MSR Tam pa
A bird flying in and out of barbe d w ire

A bird k now s  no barbe d w ire
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Th e  Ground Truth  te lls  
th e  s tory of s e ve nte e n Iraq  W ar 
ve te rans , but it s e rve s  as  m ore  
th an th at; th e s e  s e ve nte e n 
s torie s  are  jus t a m icrocos m  of 
th e  proble m s  Am e rica's  w ar 
ve te rans  are  facing e ve ryday. 
Th e  s e ve nte e n s oldie rs  and 
Marine s  are  an e cle ctic group; 
th e y re pre s e nt all re gions  of th e  
country, all race s  and colors . 
Th e ir m otivations  for e nlis tm e nt 
are  dive rs e , as  are  th e  w ays  
w ith  w h ich  th e y h ave  de alt w ith  
th e ir w ar e xpe rie nce s .  Th is  is  a 
m e lting pot.  Th is  is  Am e rica.

Your firs t glim ps e  of th e  
m ilitary in th is  docum e ntary is  
th e  s am e  as  th e  ve te rans ' in th e  
film  - re cruit induction day, 
com ple te  w ith  all th e  pom p and 
circum s tance  th at it e ntails . 
Start le arning about th e  w ar by 
le arning w h at m otivate d th e s e  
young Am e ricans  to join th e  
m ilitary and, ultim ate ly, 
participate  in th e  w ar.  Th e re  
are  m any re as ons  w h y pe ople  
join th e  m ilitary, from  duty to 
h onor to colle ge  m one y to job 
training to a de s ire  to le ave  th e  
com fort z one ; no one  s ays  th e y 
w ant to k ill s om e one .  Th at 
de s ire  is  le arne d, and you are  
give n a cras h  cours e  in th e  
s ociology of training our 
broth e rs  and s is te rs  to k ill. It is  
not w h at you s e e  in th e  
re cruiting adve rtis e m e nts  on 
te le vis ion.

Our narrators  found 
th e m s e lve s  in diffe re nt citie s  in 
Iraq , pe rform ing diffe re nt 
m is s ions , but h aving th e  s am e  
conflicting th ough ts  about th e ir 
role  in w h at th e y w e re  
w itne s s ing.  Innoce nt civilians  

w e re  s h ot and k ille d, Iraq i m e n 
w e re  h um iliate d for th e  purpos e  
of intim idation, ch ildre n w e re  
de ad on th e  s ide  of th e  road. 
Th e s e  w e re n't acts  carrie d out 
by m ons te rs ; th is  is  w h at 
h appe ns  w h e n you train an 
anim al to figh t and th e n lock  it 
in a cage .  Soldie rs  and 
Marine s  give  pe rs onal accounts  
of atrocitie s  th e y w itne s s e d or 
e ve n com m itte d, and it 
be com e s  e as y to unde rs tand 
h ow  w ar h as  ch ange d th e m .

W h e n th e  s oldie rs  and 
Marine s  w e re  not w itne s s ing 
th e  h orrors  of w ar on th e  civilian 
population of Iraq , th e y w e re  
bus y crafting th e ir ow n arm or 
and w onde ring w h e n th e y w e re  
going to s e e  th e  be s t m ilitary 
e q uipm e nt in th e  w orld.  For tw o 
of th e  s oldie rs , th e  w ait w as  too 
long and lim bs  w e re  los t as  a 
re s ult.  Sadly, th e  De partm e nt of 
De fe ns e  officially lis te d th e m  as  
"w ounde d," jus t as  th e y clas s ify 
anyone  m is s ing an arm  or a le g 
as  m e re ly be ing w ounde d. 
Re gre tfully, th e s e  s oldie rs  can 
count th e m s e lve s  as  luck y: at 
le as t th e  VA can s e e  th e ir 
w ounds .

Of th e  th ous ands  of 
s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o re turn 
from  Iraq  w ith  PTSD, m os t of 
th e m  w ill ne ve r re ce ive  h e lp. 
For th os e  w h o do s e e k  h e lp 
from  th e  VA, s om e  are  flat-out 
de nie d s e rvice  w h ile  oth e rs  are  
diagnos e d w ith  a pre vious ly 
unk now n “pe rs onality dis orde r,” 
e ffe ctive ly e nding th e ir m ilitary 
care e rs  and com ple te ly das h ing 
any ch ance  of th e m  re ce iving 
dis ability com pe ns ation or 
m e ntal h e alth  tre atm e nt from  

th e  Ve te rans ' Adm inis tration. 
Th e  m ilitary th at w ork e d s o 
h ard to condition th e  pe rs onality 
of a Marine  to k ill w ith out 
th ink ing abandons  th e  m an 
once  h e  s tarts  to th ink  about 
w h at h e 's  done .  Th e  Marine  
Corps  turne d h im  from  a civilian 
into a k ille r; once  h e  be com e s  a 
civilian again, h e  is  us e le s s . 

In a ve ry political tim e  in 
our h is tory, on a s ubje ct th at 
can be  ve ry political, Th e  
Ground Truth  ne ve r once  us e s  
th e  w ords : Bus h , Re publican, 
De m ocrat, Saddam , or 
Cons piracy.  Th is  is  s im ply 
about th e  s oldie rs  and Marine s ; 
w h at th e y s aw , w h at th e y did, 
and w h at th e y e ncounte re d 
w h e n th e y re turne d h om e . 
Th e re  is  noth ing w ith  w h ich  to 
dis agre e , it is  a film  of facts  and 
e m otion.  You m igh t be com e  
angry, you m igh t find yours e lf 
s ad; but w h e th e r you s cre am  or 
cry, you w ill k now  th e  s tory of 
th e  Am e rican Ve te ran . . .  You 
w ill k now  Th e  Ground Truth .

FILM REVIEW :  Th e  Ground Truth         by Jus tin Cliburn
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Trage dy and H ope :  Je ff Luce y’s  Le gacy      by Jare d H ood
W h e n doe s  w ar e nd? 

To m any of th os e  w h o h ave  
s e rve d in Iraq  and Afgh anis tan, 
it ne ve r doe s .  Eve n in th e  
m os t m inor cas e s , Ve te rans  of 
th e  “W ar on Te rror” are  
torm e nte d w ith  fe e lings  of 
alie nation and fe ar w h e n th e y 
atte m pt to ble nd back  into 
s ocie ty.  In th e  e xtre m e  cas e s , 
alie nation and fe ar are  th e  
le as t of th e ir w orrie s .  In Lance  
Corporal Je ffre y Luce y’s  cas e , 
th e  w ar be cam e  w ors e  w h e n 
h e  re turne d h om e .  H is  de ath  
w as  th e  outcom e  of h is  ow n 
ps ych ological battle  th at, afte r 
be ing ignore d by th e  VA, le d to 
h is  s uicide . 

W h e n Je ffre y Luce y, a 
23 ye ar old Marine  Corps  
ve te ran, re turne d h om e  from  
Iraq  in 2003, h is  battle  not only 
be cam e  w ors e  for h im , but 
th os e  clos e s t to h im  s oon 
found th e m s e lve s  on th e  
“frontline s” trying to h e lp h im  
figh t h is  inte rnal “e ne m ie s .” 
H is  pare nts , Joyce  and Ke vin 
Luce y, s tate d th at s h ortly afte r 
Je ff re turne d h om e  h e  be cam e  
a ve ry diffe re nt pe rs on.  Th e y 
notice d th at h e  w as  vom iting 
ofte n, w ak ing up w ith  h orrific 
nigh tm are s , and drink ing 
alcoh ol q uite  h e avily.  But Je ff 
didn’t s ay anyth ing and 
claim e d th at th e s e  s ym ptom s  
w e re  norm al; th e  vom iting w as  
due  to s tom ach  ach e s , th e  
nigh tm are s  w e re n’t re late d to 
com bat, and th e  drink ing w as  
jus t h is  w ay of e njoying h im s e lf 
afte r a long and m is e rable  
de ploym e nt to Iraq .  But s oon 
th ings  be cam e  w ors e , 
s om e tim e  around Ch ris tm as  of 

2003 h e  h ad an alte rcation w ith  
h is  s is te r and th re w  a pair of 
dog-tags  at h e r, s aying “Don’t 
you unde rs tand it? I’m  a 
m urde re r!”  At th e  tim e , none  of 
h is  fam ily m e m be rs  h ad any 
ide a w h at h e  w as  talk ing 
about.  Je ff h ad be e n orde re d 
to s h oot tw o unarm e d Iraq i 
PUC’s  w h ile  s e rving on a 
Marine  Tas k  Force  m is s ion, 
afte r w h ich  h e  pluck e d th e ir 
dog-tags ; not as  a troph y, but 
to h onor th e  m e m ory of th e s e  
m e n.

Je ff th e n be gan talk ing 
to h is  fam ily and frie nds , te lling 
th e m  th at h e  h ad “pick e d out 
th e  rope  and tre e  from  w h ich  
h e  planne d to h ang h im s e lf.” 
Th e  fam ily pe rs uade d h im  to 
adm it h im s e lf to a VA clinic on 
May 28th  of 2004.  Afte r be ing 
com m itte d for only th re e  days  
h e  w as  re le as e d, tw o days  
late r h e  totale d th e  fam ily car. 
Th is , h is  pare nts  be lie ve , w as  
a s uicide  atte m pt.  Once  again, 
th e y pe rs uade d h im  to re turn to 
th e  VA on June  5th , only to be  
re fus e d tre atm e nt by th e m .  A 
VA s taff m e m be r told h im  th at 
no ps ych iatris t w as  available  to 
m e e t w ith  h im .  On June  22nd, 
fam ily m e m be rs  found h im  in 
th e  bas e m e nt, h anging from  a 
garde n h os e .

Joyce  and Ke vin Luce y 
file d a law s uit on July 27th  th is  
ye ar.  Th e  m e dical m alpractice  
s uit claim s  th at th e  VA is  to 
blam e  for th e  de ath  of th e ir 
s on.  Th e y’re  not as k ing for 
m one y; th e  law s uit ch alle nge s  
th e  VA and fe de ral gove rnm e nt 
to re th ink  th e ir m e th ods  of 
tre ating re turning ve te rans . 

“H ow  can you put a price  on a 
life ?” K e vin Lucy s aid.  Th e  
re al purpos e  of th e  law s uit is  to 
put pre s s ure  on our 
Gove rnm e nt s o th at th e y m ay 
be  able  to re cogniz e  th e  failing 
VA s ys te m  and fix it be fore  it 
be com e s  w ors e  and m ore  
ve te rans  of th e  Occupation of 
Iraq  tak e  th e ir ow n live s .

For m any ve te rans  w h o 
re turn, our de m ons  are  e as ily 
de te rre d w ith  m inim al 
couns e ling and as s is tance ; 
but th e  fe de ral gove rnm e nt 
cannot jus t look  at th os e  m inor 
cas e s  and q uick ly de te rm ine  
th at no s uch  th ing as  PTSD 
e xis ts .  For Je ff Luce y, an 
h onorable  de vil-dog w h o 
s e rve d proudly, life  w as  too 
difficult to h andle  w ith  th os e  
de m ons  living ins ide  h im . W e  
h ave  all h ad diffe re nt 
e xpe rie nce s  in our s e rvice ; and 
for th os e  of us  w h o s uffe r from  
PTSD, only w e  k now  th e

USMC LCpl Je ffre y M. Luce y
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s e ve rity of th e  s ym ptom s .  But 
w h e n w e  tak e  th at s te p, w h e n 
w e  m ak e  th e  difficult and 
conflicting de cis ion to s e e k  
h e lp, th e  le as t w e  can e xpe ct 
from  our gove rnm e nt is  
ade q uate  as s is tance ;  not only 
for PTSD, but for all of th e  
oth e r tre atm e nt and be ne fits  
w e  righ tly de s e rve .

Je ffre y Luce y did not ge t 
a m ilitary fune ral, at le as t not 
one  re cogniz e d by th e  DoD. 

Be caus e  only in th is  tw is te d 
re ality w ill th e  De partm e nt of 
De fe ns e , acting on be h alf of 
our gove rnm e nt officials , s e nd 
m e n and w om e n to figh t and 
die , only to ignore  th e m  w h e n 
and if th e y re turn.  Je ffre y 
Luce y w ill alw ays  be  a de vil-
dog, h e  w ill alw ays  be  a proud 
Marine ... And to m e , th e  DoD 
and our gove rnm e nt officials  
w ill alw ays  be  th e  arm ch air 
q uarte rback s  w h o unflinch ingly 

le ad Am e rican Soldie rs  to 
de ath , PTSD or s uicide  and 
th e n de ny any w rongdoing on 
th e ir ow n be h alf.  Je ffre y Luce y 
is  a h e ro and h is  pare nts , 
Joyce  and Ke vin Luce y are  
h e roe s  for tak ing a s tand and 
pointing out th at w h ich  ne e ds  
to ch ange .  Th is  is  only a s te p 
in re cons tructing a de s picable  
VA s ys te m , but it is  
none th e le s s  a tragic and e ye -
ope ning one .

Truck  driving in Iraq .  Th e  h oriz on alw ays  in front of us , m oving back  as  w e  m ove  
forw ard.  Th e  h oriz on jus t lik e  h ope  in th is  de s e rt s te pping back  as  I s te p forw ard.

Since  m y dis ch arge  from  th e  Arm y back  
in 2005, I h ave  be e n com piling a lis t of civilians ' 
fre q ue ntly as k e d s tupid q ue s tions .  My pe rs onal 
favorite  is , "Oh , you w e re  in Iraq ?  H ow  w as  it?"

Th at's  all th e y as k ; not  about h ow  it fe lt 
to be  figh ting a w ar th at's  ille gal, 
uncons titutional, unjus tifiable , and (q uite  frank ly, 
ignoring all th at claptrap and vie w ing it pure ly 
from  a m ilitary s trate gic pe rs pe ctive ) com ple te ly 
unw innable ; not about h ow  I've  be e n ge tting 
along s ince  m y re turn; not e ve n th e  ignorant and 
ch ildis h  "H ow  m any pe ople  did you k ill?"  Th e  
only q ue s tion th e y can com e  up w ith , afte r be ing 
inform e d th at I s pe nt a ye ar of m y life  in a 
s h ith ole  th at th e y've  only h e ard about in th e  
m e dia (if e ve n th at), is  "H ow  w as  it?"

As  if I h ad jus t inform e d th e m  th at I w e nt 
to th e  be ach  las t Saturday, or th at I s pe nt tw o 
w e e k s  on vacation in th e  Bah am as ; th e y as k  

"H ow  w as  it?"  As  if, afte r ne arly h alf a de cade  
of w ar, th e y're  s till not inform e d e nough  to as k  a 
m ore  re le vant and pointe d q ue s tion th an "H ow  
w as  it?"  As  if th e y are  convince d th at I am  e ve n 
capable  of conde ns ing th e  e xpe rie nce s  of th e  
m os t traum atic (ye t m os t e ducational) ye ar of 
m y life  into th e  tw o or th re e  s h ort ph ras e s  th at 
th e ir lim ite d atte ntion s pans  can h andle ...

W h at th e  fraq  are  th e y e xpe cting m e  to 
s ay?  Th at it w as  a w onde rful and joyous  
e xpe rie nce ?  Th at w e  all h e ld h ands  and s ang 
Kum baya w h ile  "w inning th e  h e arts  and m inds  
of th e  Iraq i pe ople " or w h ate ve r th e  h e ll it w as  
th at w e  w e re  s uppos e d to be  doing th e re ?

It w as  h ot, th e re  w as  dus t in m y 
food, m y cloth e s , m y as s crack ... 

Oh  ye ah , and your fre e dum b is  
not w orth  m y blood.
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Appe al for Re dre s s
As  a patriotic Am e rican proud to s e rve  m y nation in uniform , I re s pe ctfully urge  m y 

political le ade rs  in Congre s s  to s upport th e  prom pt w ith draw al of all Am e rican 
m ilitary force s  and bas e s  from  Iraq . Staying in Iraq  w ill not w ork  and is  not w orth  

th e  price . It is  tim e  for U.S. troops  to com e  h om e  now .
Th e  inform ation you s ubm it w ill be  s e nt to m e m be rs  of Congre s s  and th e  Se nate .  Th e  appe al's  

organiz e rs  w ill not re le as e  your inform ation to any oth e r individual or organiz ation.

Ple as e  indicate  your duty s tatus :  Active  Duty_ _ _   Active  Re s e rve  or National Guard_ _ _   IRR_ _ _

Firs t Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   MI: _ _ _   Las t Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Se cure  non-m ilitary e -m ail addre s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Duty Station: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _               H om e  Z IP Code : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

H ave  you s e rve d in th e  Iraq  Th e ate r?  Ye s _ _ _   No_ _ _      

Branch  of Se rvice : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _             Rank : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Many active  duty, re s e rve , and guard 
s e rvice m e m be rs  are  conce rne d about th e  w ar 
in Iraq  and s upport th e  w ith draw al of U.S. 
troops .

Th e  Appe al for Re dre s s  provide s  a 
UCMJ auth oriz e d m e ans  th rough  w h ich  
individual s e rvice m e m be rs  can urge  th e ir 
m e m be r of Congre s s  to e nd to th e  U.S. m ilitary 
occupation.  Th e  appe al h as  alre ady re ach e d 
th ous ands  of s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o s e e k  
re dre s s  from  th e  w ar.  Th e  initial appe al 
m e s s age s  w e re  de live re d to m e m be rs  of 
Congre s s  on January 16, 2007.  Th e  Appe al for 
Re dre s s  w ill continue  to be  de live re d to 
Congre s s  until all our broth e rs  and s is te rs  com e  
h om e  from  Iraq .  Th e  w ording of th e  appe al is  
s h ort, s im ple , and to th e  point.  It is  patriotic and 
re s pe ctful in tone .

h ttp://appe alforre dre s s .org

Clip and s e nd to:

Appe al for Re dre s s
P.O. Box 53052

W as h ington, DC 20009

Me m be rs  of th e  m ilitary h ave  a le gal righ t 
to com m unicate  w ith  th e ir m e m be r of Congre s s . 
Article  4.1 of DoD Dire ctive  7050.6, th e  M ilitary 
W h is tle blow e r Prote ction Act, s tate s  th at 
"Me m be rs  of th e  Arm e d Force s  s h all be  fre e  to 
m ak e  a prote cte d com m unication to a m e m be r 
of Congre s s ."  Attorne ys  and couns e lors  
e xpe rie nce d in m ilitary law  are  available  to h e lp 
s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o ne e d as s is tance  in 
counte ring any atte m pts  to s uppre s s  th is  
com m unication.

(360) 241-1414

APPEAL FOR REDRESS FROM TH E W AR IN IRAQ

 7 



SEPTEMBER   IVAW    EVENTS

GIs  h ave  th e  le gal righ t to:

Cons ult w ith  a congre s s ional office , 
civilian couns e lor or s e rvice , or a law ye r about a 
proble m .

Appe al any court-m artial conviction, 
dis ch arge  de nial, or non-judicial punis h m e nt.

Say w h at th e y th ink  and fe e l about th e  
m ilitary, and participate  in pe ace ful 
de m ons trations  w h e n th e y're  off-duty, out of 
uniform , off-pos t, and in th e  U.S.A. (DoD 
Dire ctive  1325.6)

Re q ue s t re dre s s  from  th e ir Com m anding 
Office r for any grie vance , and w rite  a form al 
com plaint agains t th e ir CO if re dre s s  is  not 
grante d. (Article  138, UCMJ)

Call for inform ation from  a ne tw ork  
of nonprofit, non-gove rnm e ntal 

organiz ations .  Th e  s e rvice  is  fre e . 
 Th e  call is  confide ntial.

Th e  GI Righ ts  H otline
800-39 4-9 544

Ove rs e as  num be r: 
215-563-4620

h ttp://girigh ts .org
girigh ts @ obje ctor.org

GIs   -  KNOW  YOUR RIGH TS

Bos ton Ch apte r
Film  Scre e nings : In th e  
Valle y of Elah , a m ovie  th at 
h its  h om e  for m any of us , 
follow e d by pane l dis cus s ion 
w ith  IVAW  m e m be rs . 7pm , 
fre e  for ve te rans .
6th , K e ndall Sq . Th e atre
10th , Bos ton Com m on AMC
14th , H arvard Sq . Th e atre

Me e ting for ve ts  w ith  a 
re pre s e ntative  from  MA 
De pt. of Ve te rans ' Se rvice s .
Eve ry Monday - Ve t Ce nte r, 
665 Be acon St.

Film  Scre e ning: Ope ration 
H om e com ing, a pow e rful 
PBS film  about s oldie rs ' 
e xpe rie nce s  in Iraq
10th , 7pm  - Bos ton Colle ge

Ch icago Ch apte r
In an e ffort to illum inate  th e  
ne e d for funding of VA 
H os pitals , ch alle nge  th e  
continue d funding of th e  
occupation, and s h ow  gras s  
roots  s upport for ve te rans ; 
m e m be rs  w ill be  s e rving fre e  
coffe e  and s nack s  at th e  VA 
H os pital in Ch icago.
7th , 11am -2pm

Burlington Ch apte r
Burlington Labor Day 
Parade  and Ce le bration
3rd, Starting 10am  at 
Burlington Colle ge , 9 5 North  
Ave .

Progre s s ive  Pe ace  Picnic
8th , Oak le dge  Park  in 
Burlington

DC Ch apte r
H ijack ing of ANSW ER 
Coalition's  anti-w ar prote s t. 
Com e  for th e  rally, s tay for a 
w e e k  of dire ct action. IVAW  
and VFP m e m be rs  ride  on 
ANSW ER's  bus e s  for fre e .
Rally on th e  15th
20th , Ve te rans ' lobbying day
h ttp://s e pt15.org

Ph illy Ch apte r
Stage  Production: W h at I 
H e ard About Iraq , follow e d 
by pane l dis cus s ion w ith  
IVAW  m e m be rs .
9 th ,10th ,11th , Th e  Rotunda, 
4014 W alnut St.

Ft. Drum  Ch apte r
Se ndoff s h ow  for our 
de ploying troops .
1s t, 6pm , Diffe re nt Drum m e r

IVAW  National
IVAW  Be ne fit CD Re le as e  
Party
14th , Jam m in' Java, 227 
Maple  Ave  E
Vie nna, VA

Start of m onth -long truth  in 
re cruiting cam paign
Se pte m be r 17th

Re m e m be r: Righ ts  are  not give n, th e y are  fough t for and e xe rcis e d.

W ar is  a 
rack e t. 

A fe w  profit 
and th e  

m any pay.
- USMC Maj. Ge n. 

Sm e dle y D. Butle r
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