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BLACK W ATER, RED W ATER 
by Joh n-Paul H ornbe ck

One  flow s  w ith  th ick  vis cos ity
Ins ide  of pipe line s
W h ile  th e  oth e r q uick ly
Spills  out of ve ins

Griz z ly h unte rs  look ing for pre y
Sh oot to k ill, can't h ave  it anoth e r w ay
Only a ch ild going to s ch ool
W ith  fe w  clas s m ate s  le ft to brave
Th e  tre ach e rous  road

March ing be h ind Old Glory
Claim ing patriotic in caus e
Ye t ans w e ring to th e  h igh e s t bidde r
All-Am e rican w h e n com m is s ione d
Jus t a com pany doing its  job
W h e n h e ld w ith  accountability

Not w e aring a flag or uniform
March ing to th e  be at
Of a diffe re nt drum
A ne w  tribe  of h e adh unte rs ,
Gam e  w arde ns , trigge r-h appy re dne ck s ,
Sh ould-be  re tire d cops  &  Marine s
w h os e  re s pons e  tim e  is n't w h at it us e d to be
Or all too w e ll-k now ing, ye t unjus tifie d.

Me rce narie s  m as q ue rading as  s oldie rs
Ye t not h e ld to th e ir actions
Quick ly w h is k e d out of country
Sh ould fatal m is tak e s  occur
Le aving re al s oldie rs  to de al
W ith  th e  afte rm ath  of
H e llfire , re taliations , m obs , and
Angry civilians  w anting re tribution
For falle n innoce nt live s .

Ins o-m ania by Jon Turne r
I h ave nt s le pt in 3 days .
I am  tire d.

Clos ing m y e ye s  doe s  noth ing for m e .
It give s  m e  fe ar.
Fe ar give s  m e  rage .
Rage  m ak e s  m y m ind race .
My racing m ind k e e ps  m e  aw ak e .
Staying aw ak e  drains  m y body.
My draine d body s till produce s  e ne rgy.
My e ne rgy m ak e s  m e  pace .
Pacing tire s  m y le gs .
My tire d le gs  m ak e  m e  s it.
Sitting m ak e s  m y back  s ore .
My s ore  back  m ak e s  m e  lie  dow n.
Lying dow n m ak e s  m e  tire d.
Be ing tire d h e lps  m e  clos e  m y e ye s .
Clos ing m y e ye s  doe s  noth ing for m e .
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Yippie -K i-Yay Moth e rfraq e r!    by Jare d H ood
At th is  point all th at 

Black w ate r is  m is s ing in Iraq  is  
a bare foote d Bruce  W illis  
jum ping from  rooftop to rooftop 
and a q uick  one -line r for e ve ry 
innoce nt civilian w h om  th e y k ill. 
Th e s e  contractors  roam  th e  
village s  and countrys ide  of Iraq  
jus t w aiting for th e ir ne xt 
opportunity to “w as te  s om e  
H ajis .”  As  m os t Iraq  Ve te rans  
k now , th e s e  m e n and w om e n 
are n’t th e re  to bring pe ace  or 
provide  prote ction, th e y’re  th e re  
to e xploit no-bid contracts  and 
re e nact th e ir ow n re ndition of a 
ch e e s y 80s  action m ovie .

On Se pte m be r 16th  of 
2007, a Black w ate r private  
s e curity de tail w as  e s corting a 
convoy of U.S. State  De pt. 
ve h icle s  e n route  to a m e e ting 
in W e s te rn Bagh dad.  W h e n th e  
convoy dre w  clos e  to Nis s or 
Sq uare , a car driving ve ry 
s low ly on th e  w rong s ide  of th e  
road, ignoring a police  office r’s  
w h is tle s  to cle ar a path  for th e  
convoy, prom pte d th e  s e curity 
contractors  to ope n fire .  In th e  
confus ion, and m is tak ing th e ir 
s tun gre nade s  for e xplos ions , 
Iraq i s oldie rs  be gan firing on 
th e  Black w ate r te am .  Iraq i 
Brigadie r-Ge ne ral Abdul-Karim  
K h alaf s tate d th at a m ortar 
round lande d clos e  to th e  
convoy and th e  s e curity de tail 
fire d upon civilians  at random . 
Th e  incide nt w as  capture d on 
film  and th e  Iraq i Gove rnm e nt 
re s ponde d by re vok ing th e  
firm ’s  lice ns e  to ope rate  in Iraq . 

Th is  incide nt is  jus t one  
of m any lik e  it th at h ave  
occurre d s ince  Black w ate r 
e nte re d Iraq  in 2003.  Falling in 

th at blank  s pace  be tw e e n no 
Military juris diction, no judicial 
ove rs igh t by th e  De partm e nt of 
State , and not h aving to ans w e r 
to th e  Iraq i Gove rnm e nt; th e y 
h ave  be e n able  to e xploit th e  
occupation of Iraq  for financial 
gain th rough  no-bid contracts . 
Mos t of us  h ave  e ith e r w ork e d 
w ith  th e m  dire ctly, or w itne s s e d 
th e ir dis re gard in pe rs on. GIs  
s om e tim e s  ge t trigge r h appy 
too, e s pe cially w h e n s e rving in 
a com bat z one  lik e  Iraq  w ith  no 
cle ar m is s ion and no frontline  
e ne m y at w h om  to point our 
w e apons ; but at th e  ve ry le as t 
w e  h ave  a ch ain of com m and to 
re port to.  W e  k now  th at at 
s om e  point, w ord w ill trave l 
h igh  e nough  and w e 'll h ave  
s om e  Ge ne ral pre paring a court 
m artial in re s pons e  to our ras h  
actions .  Black w ate r th ugs , on 
th e  oth e r h and, k now ing dam n 
w e ll th at th e re  is  no auth ority 
m onitoring th e ir be h avior and 
no audit m onitoring th e ir 
s pe nding, carry on w ith  th e ir 
“Die  H ard” antics  unch e ck e d.

By Se pte m be r of 2007, 
th e  Iraq i pe ople  h ad h ad 
e nough .  Th e y s tood up to th e  
continuous  back -h ande d and 
dis as trous  actions  in w h ich  
Black w ate r tak e s  part.  Th e y 
w e re  als o s e nding a m e s s age  
to th e  Bus h  adm inis tration, th at 
th e y w ill no longe r allow  th e s e  
“Ram bos” to roam  th e  
countrys ide .  Afte r all, it is  th e ir 
country, is n’t it?  Are n’t w e  (th e  
Unite d State s ) th e re  to bring 
th e m  pe ace  and de m ocracy 
and fre e dom  and all of th os e  
oth e r gre at bum pe r-s tick e r 
ide ologie s ?

In th e  grand tradition of 
th e  Bus h  adm inis tration, th e y 
s oon s h ow e d th e  Iraq i pe ople  
jus t h ow  im portant th e y re ally 
are . W h ile  th e  ongoing 
ove rs igh t com m itte e  h e arings  
tak e  place , th e  corporation h as  
be e n aw arde d an inde finite  
contract w orth  $9 2 m illion by 
th e  Pe ntagon for ope rations  in 
countrie s  s uch  as  Iraq  and 
Afgh anis tan.  As  if th at w e re n’t 
alre ady borde ring on th e  ille gal, 
th e  State  De partm e nt’s  initial 
re port de tailing th e  Se pte m be r 
16 incide nt, (w h ich  faile d to 
m e ntion th e  Iraq i civilian 
cas ualtie s ,) w as  w ritte n by a 
Black w ate r e m ploye e ; one  
be gins  to w onde r if Black w ate r 
re ally is  above  th e  law . 

Th e  point of all of th is , 
s im ply put, is  th at th e  Bus h  
adm inis tration doe s  not care . 
Th e y don’t care  about w h at th e  
Iraq i pe ople  w ant.  Th e y don’t 
care  about fre e dom  and 
de m ocracy and all of th os e  
oth e r w ords  th at h ave  be e n 
m is us e d s o ofte n, w e  h ave  
forgotte n th e ir true  m e aning. 
Th e y don’t care  about th e  
Am e rican taxpaye r, w ork ing to 
pay for ille gal occupations  and 
to line  th e  pock e ts  of w ar 
profite e rs .  Th e y don’t care  
about th e  Am e rican s oldie r 
w h e n th e y aw ard 9 2 m illion 
dollars  to a private  com pany 
w h ile  w e , th e  troops , can’t ge t 
ade q uate  e q uipm e nt or m e dical 
care .  And finally, th e y s h ow  
tim e  and again h ow  th e y don’t 
care  th at Am e ricans , Iraq is , and 
U.S. troops  alik e  all w ant an 
e nd to th is  ongoing dis as te r in 
Iraq .



Je re m y Scah ill's  book  is  
a tour de  force  of inve s tigative  
journalis m  and a w ork  th at 
s h ould be  re ad th rough out th e  
anti-w ar and GI re s is tance  
m ove m e nts .  Curre ntly, th e  180 
“private  contractor” com panie s  
ope rating in Iraq , w h o s upply 
e ve ryth ing from  logis tical 
s upport to s e curity s e rvice s , 
h ave  m ore  e m ploye e s  th an 
th e re  are  U.S. com bat troops . 
W h ile  Am e rican force s  h ave  
re lie d on m e rce narie s  in prior 
w ars , th e  curre nt cam paign to 
privatiz e  th e  w ar e ffort is  
dis tinctly ne w  and h as  grave  
im plications .

Scah ill points  out th at 
th e  curre nt pus h  tow ards  “guns  
for h ire ” is  ne ith e r an accide nt 
nor th e  flaw e d s trate gy of an 
e rrant pre s ide nt.  Rath e r, th e  
us e  of private  contractors  date s  
back  to th e  e arly 19 9 0s  w ith  th e  
dow ns iz ing and re s tructuring of 
th e  arm e d force s .  Both  
Re publican and De m ocratic 
adm inis trations  h ave  tak e n part 
in th is  proce s s .  Th e  m ilitary 
be gan a m as s ive  privatiz ation 
drive  unde r th e n-Se cre tary of 
De fe ns e  Dick  Ch e ne y during 
th e  adm inis tration of Bus h  Sr. 
According to Scah ill,  "Th e  ide a 
w as  to fre e  up th e  troops  to do 
th e  figh ting w h ile  private  
contractors  h andle d th e  back -
e nd logis tics ... More  contractors  

m e ant fe w e r troops , and a 
m uch  m ore  politically palatable  
troop count.”  By Augus t of 
19 9 2, H alliburton, s oon to be  
h e ade d by Ch e ne y h im s e lf, 
be gan to le ad th e  s upport w ork  
for th e  m ilitary for th e  ne xt five  
ye ars , w h ile  Bill Clinton w as  
Pre s ide nt.  Clinton continue d 
th e  privatiz ation age nda, and 
H alliburton re ce ive d lucrative  
contracts  for s e rvice s  during 
th e  conflicts  in th e  Balk ans  and 
Kos ovo.  Th e  Clinton ye ars  
pave d th e  w ay for th e  Rum s fe ld 
Doctrine , w h ich  prom ote d us ing 
th e  private  s e ctor for all as pe cts  
of w ar, including com bat.

Erik  Prince , a form e r 
Navy SEAL from  a w e alth y 
e s tablis h m e nt fam ily, s aw  th e  
financial opportunity in th e s e  
de ve lopm e nts  and form e d 
Black w ate r USA in 19 9 7.  W h ile  
privatiz ation s ch e m e s  for th e  
m ilitary cros s e s  party line s , 
Prince  and th e  cre w  at 
Black w ate r are  de cide dly 
partis an.  Prince  h im s e lf 
donate s  to and participate s  in 
fundam e ntalis t re ligious  and 
righ t-w ing caus e s , w h ile  th e  
uppe r e ch e lons  of Black w ate r’s  
s taff re ads  lik e  a w h o’s  w h o of 
th e  e xtre m is t th e ocratic Righ t, 
including Paul Be h re nds  and 
Jos e ph  Sch m itz .  

W h at be gan as  a training 
facility for law  e nforce m e nt 
pe rs onne l and s pe cial ops  
force s  in North  Carolina h as  
be com e  a corporation providing 
th e  w orld’s  m os t pow e rful 
m e rce nary arm y, w h at Scah ill 
te rm s  th e  “Prae torian Guard" 
for th e  Global W ar on Te rror. 
Black w ate r USA curre ntly h as  

pe rs onne l w ork ing in at le as t 
nine  countrie s , including ove r 
2,300 m e rce narie s .  More ove r, 
private  contractor com panie s  
are  now  h iring th e  m os t 
notorious  th ugs  from  around 
th e  w orld, including Ch ile an 
com m andos  w h o s e rve d unde r 
Ge ne ral Augus to Pinoch e t and 
w h ite  aparth e id-e ra South  
African Spe cial Force s .

Black w ate r’s  s ucce s s , 
Scah ill w rite s , h as  grow n from  
tw o k e y factors .  One , th rough  
Prince ’s  conne ctions  w ith  
Ch ris tian-Re publican caus e s , 
h e  h as  garne re d a pow e rful 
lobbying arm  m ade  up of w e ll-
conne cte d form e r fe de ral 
officials  and m ilitary bras s . 
Th rough  th e s e  tie s , Black w ate r 
h as  be e n able  to w in k e y 
gove rnm e nt contracts  and s h ift 
its  s e rvice s  to m e e t th e  cutting-
e dge  ne e ds  of a grow ing 
s e curity-indus trial com ple x. 
Tw o, Black w ate r h as  be ne fite d 
from  th e  pos t-9 /11 ge o-political 
clim ate .  Scah ill e xplains  h ow  
th e  “w ar on te rror” h as  be e n a
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Th e  Ne w  Private  W arriors     by Martin Sm ith

Book  Re vie w :
Black w ate r

Th e  Ris e  of th e  
W orld’s  Mos t 

Pow e rful 
Me rce nary Arm y
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boon for Black w ate r and a “k e y 
ide ological unde rpinning of 
le gitim ating private  contractors  
and s e curity.”

In addition to th is , th e  
ins tability in Iraq  h as  be ne fite d 
th e  m e rce nary indus try as  a 
w h ole , dive rting e xpe nditure s  
aw ay from  re cons truction.  On 
March  31s t of 2004, four 
Black w ate r contractors  w e re  
k ille d and th e ir bodie s  w e re  
m utilate d by an angry m ob in 
Fallujah .  Th e  firm  h as  th us  far 
e vade d pros e cution for 
ne glige nce  in h ow  th e y s e nt 
e m ploye e s  out on a m is s ion ill-
e q uippe d and unpre pare d.  Ye t, 
rath e r th an calling into q ue s tion 
th e  role  and m is s ion of private  
contractors , th e  incide nt playe d 
into th e  propaganda m ach ine  
by providing a pre te xt w ith  
w h ich  to launch  a s e rie s  of 
de vas tating attack s  agains t th e  
pe ople  of Fallujah .  A w e e k  
afte r th e  am bus h , Prince  m e t 
w ith  k e y m e m be rs  of th e  

Se nate  Arm e d Se rvice s  
Com m itte e .  “Th e  m e rce nary 
gold rus h  w as  on,” as  Scah ill 
put it.  W ith  th e  re ality of a 
re s is tance  on th e  ris e  in Iraq , 
“Black w ate r w as  th rus t into th e  
fortunate  pos ition of a drug re p 
offe ring a ne w  paink ille r to a 
patie nt at th e  m om e nt th e  w ors t 
pain w as  jus t k ick ing in.”

In June  of 2004, Paul 
Bre m e r pas s e d th e  infam ous  
Orde r 17, w h ich  grante d 
s w e e ping im m unity for th e  
actions  of contractors  in Iraq . 
Th at is , m e rce narie s  w e re  now  
no longe r h e ld accountable  for 
th e ir actions  unde r any national 
or m ilitary law s  or code s  of 
conduct.  Contractors  h ad fre e  
re ign to pote ntially com m it w ar 
crim e s  w ith  im punity.  Scah ill 
points  out th at at th e  tim e , th e  
Unite d State s  be gan to m ove  
tow ards  th e  option of utiliz ing 
de ath  s q uads  to fom e nt 
s e ctarian divis ions  in Iraq . 
Facing no crim inal pros e cution, 

m e rce narie s  w e re  fre e  to 
pote ntially us e  as s as s inations , 
re pre s s ion, and torture  as  
m e th ods  aim e d to s tok e  
divis ions  in Iraq  and pacify th e  
re s is tance .

Scah ill doe s  not s h y 
aw ay from  as k ing th e  large r 
q ue s tions .  W h at are  th e  
cons e q ue nce s  for de m ocracy 
w h e n m ilitary s e rvice s  are  
outs ource d to corporate  e ntitie s  
w ith  no accountability?  W h at 
are  th e  im plications  of a 
gove rnm e nt th at re lie s  upon 
param ilitary organiz ations  w h o 
flout U.S. law  and pote ntially 
th e  Cons titutional righ ts  of its  
citiz e ns ?

Scah ill’s  Black w ate r is  a 
clarion call to th e  Anti-w ar 
Move m e nt to re double  its  
e fforts  by de m anding not only 
th at coalition s oldie rs  be  pulle d 
out of th e  M iddle  Eas t; but th at 
all occupying fore ign force s , 
including th os e  of Black w ate r, 
w ith draw  im m e diate ly as  w e ll.

De taine e  #337 by Eric Es te nz o
I s e rve d w ith  th e  Unite d State s  Marine  Corps , 

4th  Ligh t Arm ore d Re connais s ance  Battalion from  
19 9 9  to 2005.  In July of 2003, In Cam p Dogw ood, 
tw e nty-five  m ile s  s outh  of Bagh dad, De taine e  #337 
w as  proce s s e d along w ith  s e ve ral oth e r de taine e s  
during m y w atch .  Th e y w e re  line d up in th e  s itting 
pos ition, h ands  tie d at th e  w ris ts , blindfolde d, w h ile  
facing th e  concre te  w all.

I w ante d to s om e h ow  re cord w h at I s aw , s o I 
s e iz e d th e  opportunity, grabbe d th e  s k e tch book  
tuck e d ins ide  m y Inte rce ptor ve s t pock e t, and s tarte d 
to s k e tch  #337. Tw o m onth s  late r, 4th  LAR h e ade d 
back  to Cam p Pe ndle ton, CA, w h e re  I finis h e d th e  
#337 s k e tch  in ch arcoal and graph ite . As  I look  at th e  
ch arcoal pie ce  today, it brings  a w h ole  ne w  m e aning 
to our curre nt s tatus  as  "libe rators " in Iraq . I k now  
w h at th is  picture  m e ans  to m e . W h at doe s  it m e an to 
you?
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Toxic Munitions  Re port        by Cas e y Elde r
In th e  pas t 10 ye ars , th e  

Unite d State s  h as  purch as e d 
m ore  th an 16 m illion de ple te d 
uranium  s h e lls  and bulle ts  from  
Alliant Te ch Sys te m s  alone .  In 
th e  pas t 16 ye ars , US troops  
h ave  fire d as  m uch  as  3,000 
tons  of bulle ts  and s h e lls  m ade  
of uranium  in conflict are as  
from  th e  Balk ans  to Iraq .  Ye t all 
too m any s oldie rs  k now  noth ing 
about uranium , e xpos ure  to th is  
dange r, or h ow  it can im pact 
th e ir life .  De ple te d uranium  
(DU) e xpos ure  can caus e  an 
acce le rate d aging of th e  ce lls  
involve d, caus ing th e m  to be  
unable  to prope rly pe rform  th e ir 
give n functions .  Th is  can le ad 
to a varie ty of dis e as e s , ranging 
from  ch ronic fatigue  to cance r. 
Expos ure  to DU is  a s ource  of 
ill h e alth  for m any Gulf W ar and 
Iraq  w ar ve te rans .

De ple te d uranium  is  
cre ate d w h e n natural uranium  
is  e nrich e d for us e  in nucle ar 
re actors  and nucle ar w e apons ; 
only th e  uranium  is otope  U-235 
can be  us e d in th e s e  nucle ar 
proce s s e s .  Th e  re m aining 
uranium  product is  com pris e d 
of U-238 and s m alle r am ounts  
of U-235 and U-234, th is  
“le ftove r” uranium  is  k now n as  
de ple te d uranium .  Not 
s urpris ingly th e n, uranium , in its  
natural (or “de ple te d”) s tate , is  
radioactive  and ch e m ically 
toxic.  Contact w ith  DU can 
caus e  ove rall h e alth  proble m s , 
cance rs , birth  de fe cts , and 
inh e rite d ge ne tic dam age s .

Uranium  is  pyroph oric, 
m e aning th at it burns  e as ily.  A 
uranium  proje ctile , trave ling at 
2 k m  pe r s e cond, w ill burn at 

3,000 to 6,000 de gre e s  Ce ls ius  
w h e n it s trik e s  arm or; burning a 
h ole  in th e  arm or, vaporiz ing 
th e  ve h icle ’s  inh abitants  and 
(according to Pe ntagon s tudie s ) 
vaporiz ing up to 70%  of th e  
uranium  proje ctile  into particle s  
th at can be  as  s m all as  a 
nanom e te r.  Th e s e  tiny particle s  
are  invis ible  and can  re m ain in 
th e  air inde finite ly; th e y can 
als o pas s  th rough  any filte r and 
th rough  th e  lung-blood and 
blood-brain barrie rs  at th e  
ce llular le ve l, caus ing ph ys ical 
h arm .

Th e re  are  th re e  prim ary 
w ays  in w h ich  DU e nte rs  and 
dam age s  th e  body; inh alation, 
inge s tion, and w ounding. 
W h e n a DU round h its  th e  
targe t, portions  of th e  de vice  
e s s e ntially vaporiz e , be com ing 
a ve ry fine  dus t th at can be  
e as ily inh ale d or inge s te d.  Th is  
dus t als o linge rs  for a long tim e  
at th e  s ite , s till ve ry dange rous ; 
it can be  k ick e d up and inh ale d 
or inge s te d ye ars  late r. 
Re gardle s s  of h ow  DU e nte rs  
th e  body, it h as  de vas tating and 
las ting affe cts .  Th e  US and UK 
are  cons is te ntly trying to play 
dow n th e  h e alth  ris k s , as  late  
as  2003 th e  UK w as  s till 
de nying any dange r to s oldie rs  
from  e xpos ure ; a s tance  th at 
th e y h ave  s ince  ch ange d as  
ne w  re s e arch  h as  com e  out. 
DU h as  be e n prove n to turn 
h e alth y ce lls  into cance rous  
ce lls .  Additionally, DU 
e xpos ure  can actually dam age  
th e  individual’s  ch e m ical DNA 
m ak e up; th is  is  w h at is  pas s e d 
on from  one  ge ne ration to th e  
ne xt, caus ing incre as e d birth  

de fe cts  in fam ilie s  th at h ave  
be e n e xpos e d.  Expos ure  to 
DU can re s ult in a de pre s s e d 
im m une  s ys te m , incre as e d 
ris k s  of le uk e m ia, re productive  
proble m s , birth  de fe cts , and 
lung cance r.

If you h ave  be e n in an 
are a of ope rations  th at m ay 
h ave  e xpos e d you to de ple te d 
uranium , you ne e d to be  te s te d. 
W ith in one  ye ar of e xpos ure , a 
s im ple  urine  te s t can de te rm ine  
w h e th e r th e re  are  trace  le ve ls  
of DU in your s ys te m .  Afte r a 
ye ar it m ay tak e  a lung biops y 
or bone  m arrow  te s t to ch e ck  
for th e s e  trace  e le m e nts . 
Contact your local VA H os pital 
to s e e  w h at can be  done . 
De ple te d uranium  e xpos ure  is  
a s e rious  is s ue  th at is  be ing 
ove rlook e d by our m ilitary and 
gove rnm e nt, don’t le t th e m  s top 
you from  ge tting th e  care  you 
ne e d and de s e rve .

Th e s e  are  th e  tim e s  th at 
try m e n's  s ouls . Th e  s um m e r 
s oldie r and th e  s uns h ine  
patriot w ill, in th is  cris is , s h rink  
from  th e  s e rvice  of th e ir 
country; but h e  th at s tands  it 
now , de s e rve s  th e  love  and 
th ank s  of m an and w om an. 
Tyranny, lik e  h e ll, is  not e as ily 
conq ue re d; ye t w e  h ave  th is  
cons olation w ith  us , th at th e  
h arde r th e  conflict, th e  m ore  
glorious  th e  trium ph . W h at w e  
obtain too ch e ap, w e  e s te e m  
too ligh tly: it is  de arne s s  only 
th at give s  e ve ry th ing its  value .
For m ore  inform ation, contact: 
w inte rs oldie r@ ivaw .org

W INTER SOLDIER
by Th om as  Paine   12/23/1776



Th e re ’s  a s tate m e nt th at’s  be e n th row n 
around a lot late ly, lik e  a football on a Sunday. 
Th is  s tate m e nt is  s h allow , ye t pe ople  s till try 
to h ide  be h ind it.  “Support th e  Troops !”  You 
m ay h ave  h e ard th is  as  an argum e nt for th e  
continue d occupation of Iraq , or pe rh aps  it 
h as  pas s e d you going 9 0 m ph  on th e  h igh w ay 
in th e  form  of a ye llow  m agne t.  W h at e xactly 
doe s  “Support th e  Troops” m e an?  I h ave  no 
ide a and I’m  one  of th e  “troops .”

I can te ll you w h at it doe s n’t m e an.  It 
doe s n’t m e an you m us t continually s upport a 
h orrible  w ar th ous ands  of m ile s  aw ay; it 
doe s n’t m e an you m us t blindly follow  a 
tactically-ch alle nge d com m ande r-in-ch ie f; and 
if th e re ’s  one  th ing I’m  s ure  of, it’s  th at 
s upporting th e  troops  is n’t s lapping a little  
ye llow  m agne t on your car.  Sorry Bud, it’s  no 
longe r cool to s h ow  off your love  of th e  troops  
and th e  w ar th e y’re  s tuck  figh ting w ith  a 
m e aningle s s  m agne t.  W h e n Private  Fluffy is  
out figh ting for h is  life , dodging IEDs  or trying 
to s le e p at nigh t, it doe s n’t com fort h im  to 
k now  th at back  h om e  th e re  are  lite rally 
m illions  of ye llow  ribbons  z ipping acros s  th is  
fine  land w e  call Am e rica.  W h e n I w as  
h auling around Bagh dad I ne ve r look e d ove r 
to m y ne rvous  frie nd and s aid, “Don’t w orry 
buddy, I h e ar back  h om e  th e y got little  ye llow  
ribbons  on alm os t e ve ry car, w e ’re  going to be  
fine .”  Not once .  So w h at doe s  it m e an to 
s upport th e  troops ?  To m e , it m e ans  back ing 
up th e  s oldie rs  w ith  a com pe te nt and truth ful 
gove rnm e nt.  Support th e  troops  m e ans  
k now ing w h at is  going on in Iraq , and 
de m anding accountability and de bate . 
Support th e  troops  is  not banging your 
ne igh bor’s  w ife  w h ile  h e  is  in Iraq .  Support 
th e  troops  is  a coh e re nt m is s ion; not an 
e ndle s s  w ar w ith  s h ifting jus tifications . 
Supporting th e  troops  is  in th e  s tre e ts , 
de m anding th e  im m e diate  w ith draw al from  
Iraq .  Don’t be lie ve  m e ?  As k  a s oldie r facing 
a th ird or fourth  de ploym e nt.  H e y troop, 
m agne ts  and m adne s s  or s h ould w e  e nd th is  
obvious  w ar for m one y, pow e r and oil and 
com e  h om e ?
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Magne t Madne s s by Nate  Le w is

Scorpions , Cobras , and Vulture s
by Joh n-Paul H ornbe ck

Craw ling th rough  urban ruins
Scam pe ring aw ay from  de bris
De ple te d uranium  dus t falls
Lik e  as h  s e ttling on Pom pe i.

Pe e ring out be ne ath  th e  s ands
Bunk e re d in from  m ortar blas ts
Gaping h ole s  in concre te  w alls
Brick s  and s h ingle s  litte r roads .

Earth  e rupting in th e  s k y
Dis turbing lairs  of cre ature s
Bom b s h e lte rs  collaps ing
Burying s ile nt victim s .

Slith e ring out from  com m otion
Side -w inding th rough  s tre e ts
Around ch arre d corps e s
Rode nts  and ins e cts  fe as t.

Landing on carrion fle s h
Sifting th rough  th e  re m nants  of h um anity
Be ak s  grip and claw s  cle nch
Figh ting ove r th e  s poils  of w ar.



Appe al for Re dre s s
As  a patriotic Am e rican proud to s e rve  m y nation in uniform , I re s pe ctfully urge  m y 

political le ade rs  in Congre s s  to s upport th e  prom pt w ith draw al of all Am e rican 
m ilitary force s  and bas e s  from  Iraq . Staying in Iraq  w ill not w ork  and is  not w orth  

th e  price . It is  tim e  for U.S. troops  to com e  h om e  now .
Th e  inform ation you s ubm it w ill be  s e nt to m e m be rs  of Congre s s  and th e  Se nate .  Th e  appe al's  

organiz e rs  w ill not re le as e  your inform ation to any oth e r individual or organiz ation.

Ple as e  indicate  your duty s tatus :  Active  Duty_ _ _   Active  Re s e rve  or National Guard_ _ _   IRR_ _ _

Firs t Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   MI: _ _ _   Las t Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Se cure  non-m ilitary e -m ail addre s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Duty Station: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _               H om e  Z IP Code : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

H ave  you s e rve d in th e  Iraq  Th e ate r?  Ye s _ _ _   No_ _ _      

Branch  of Se rvice : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _             Rank : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Many active  duty, re s e rve , and guard 
s e rvice m e m be rs  are  conce rne d about th e  w ar 
in Iraq  and s upport th e  w ith draw al of U.S. 
troops .

Th e  Appe al for Re dre s s  provide s  a 
UCMJ auth oriz e d m e ans  th rough  w h ich  
individual s e rvice m e m be rs  can urge  th e ir 
m e m be r of Congre s s  to e nd to th e  U.S. m ilitary 
occupation.  Th e  appe al h as  alre ady re ach e d 
th ous ands  of s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o s e e k  
re dre s s  from  th e  w ar.  Th e  initial appe al 
m e s s age s  w e re  de live re d to m e m be rs  of 
Congre s s  on January 16, 2007.  Th e  Appe al for 
Re dre s s  w ill continue  to be  de live re d to 
Congre s s  until all our broth e rs  and s is te rs  com e  
h om e  from  Iraq .  Th e  w ording of th e  appe al is  
s h ort, s im ple , and to th e  point.  It is  patriotic and 
re s pe ctful in tone .

h ttp://appe alforre dre s s .org

Clip and s e nd to:

Appe al for Re dre s s
P.O. Box 53052

W as h ington, DC 20009

Me m be rs  of th e  m ilitary h ave  a le gal righ t 
to com m unicate  w ith  th e ir m e m be r of Congre s s . 
Article  4.1 of DoD Dire ctive  7050.6, th e  M ilitary 
W h is tle blow e r Prote ction Act, s tate s  th at 
"Me m be rs  of th e  Arm e d Force s  s h all be  fre e  to 
m ak e  a prote cte d com m unication to a m e m be r 
of Congre s s ."  Attorne ys  and couns e lors  
e xpe rie nce d in m ilitary law  are  available  to h e lp 
s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o ne e d as s is tance  in 
counte ring any atte m pts  to s uppre s s  th is  
com m unication.

(360) 241-1414

APPEAL FOR REDRESS FROM TH E W AR IN IRAQ
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GIs  h ave  th e  le gal righ t to:

Cons ult w ith  a congre s s ional office , 
civilian couns e lor or s e rvice , or a law ye r about a 
proble m .

Appe al any court-m artial conviction, 
dis ch arge  de nial, or non-judicial punis h m e nt.

Say w h at th e y th ink  and fe e l about th e  
m ilitary, and participate  in pe ace ful 
de m ons trations  w h e n th e y're  off-duty, out of 
uniform , off-pos t, and in th e  U.S.A. (DoD 
Dire ctive  1325.6)

Re q ue s t re dre s s  from  th e ir Com m anding 
Office r for any grie vance , and w rite  a form al 
com plaint agains t th e ir CO if re dre s s  is  not 
grante d. (Article  138, UCMJ)

Call for inform ation from  a ne tw ork  
of nonprofit, non-gove rnm e ntal 

organiz ations .  Th e  s e rvice  is  fre e . 
 Th e  call is  confide ntial.

Th e  GI Righ ts  H otline
800-39 4-9 544

Ove rs e as  num be r: 
215-563-4620

h ttp://girigh ts .org
girigh ts @ obje ctor.org

GIs   -  KNOW  YOUR RIGH TS

Re m e m be r: Righ ts  are  not give n, th e y are  fough t for and e xe rcis e d.
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NOVEMBER IVAW  EVENTS
IVAW  North Eas t
Nove m be r 9 th  &  10th  - 
H ous e  partie s  in Pots dam , 
NY   -   Contact
le w is re dle g@ yah oo.com

Nove m be r 10th  - Com bat 
Pape r w ork s h op at St. 
Law re nce  Unive rs ity in 
Canton, NY
Contact dre w @ ivaw .org

IVAW  Ok lah om a
Nove m be r 10th  - Ve te rans  
Day conce rt at th e  Duvallz  
Club; 4 SW  Le e  Blvd in 
Law ton, OK

Minne s ota Ch apte r
Nove m be r 11th  at 11am  - 
Re m e m be r th e  falle n th is  
Ve te rans  Day at th e  State  
Capital grounds  in St. Paul

Ch icago Ch apte r
Th urs days  at 6pm  - 
Ve te rans  H e lping Ve te rans , 
a call-in s h ow  on Ch anne l 
21 CAN-TV

Friday nigh ts  - Ve te ran ge t-
toge th e rs  at th e  office  BYOB

Nove m be r 2nd at 7pm  - 
Dinne r party for ve te rans
Contact ch icago@ ivaw .org

Nove m be r 11th  at 11am  - 
Ve te rans  Day obs e rve d at 
th e  Ve te rans  Me m orial, 
W ack e r Dr. and W abas h

Nove m be r 18th  at 6pm  - 
Ve te rans  w on't h ide  out - 
Local bands  play fundrais e r 
s h ow  at Th e  H ide Out, 1354 
W  W abas ania Ave

Madis on Ch apte r
Nove m be r 11th  at 2pm  - 
Tom bs tone s  w ill be  ins talle d 
to m e m orializ e  our falle n 
troops  at Olbrich  Park  in 
Madis on, W I

Bos ton Ch apte r
Nove m be r 7th  at 7pm  - 
Film  s cre e ning: W h y W e  
Figh t - A look  into th e  
m ilitary-indus trial com ple x 
and its  influe nce  on our 
fore ign policy
33 H arris on Ave , 5th  floor

Nove m be r 15th  at 7pm  - 
Film  s cre e ning: Sir! No Sir! - 
An ins piring and com pe lling 
h is tory of th e  GI re s is tance  
m ove m e nt during th e  
Vie tnam  W ar 33 H arris on 
Ave , 5th  floor

Provide nce  Ch apte r
Nove m be r 9 th  at 7pm  - 
Ch apte r k ick -off and 
Fundrais e r party at Brow n 
Unive rs ity
23 Unive rs ity Ave

Ph illy Ch apte r
Nove m be r 11th  at 8pm  - 
Ve te rans  Day be ne fit s h ow  
fe aturing Ryan H arve y and 
Son of Nun at TriTone , 1508 
South  St.

W ar is  a 
rack e t.

A fe w  profit 
and th e  

m any pay.
 USMC Maj. Ge n.
Sm e dle y D. Butle r




