
Th e s e  are  th e  tim e s  th at try 
m e n's  s ouls . Th e  s um m e r s oldie r 
and s uns h ine  patriot w ill, in th is  
cris is , s h rink  from  th e  s e rvice  of h is  
country; but h e  th at s tands  it now  
de s e rve s  th e  love  and th ank s  of 
m an and w om an.

-Th om as  Paine , 12/23/1776

W ith  th e s e  w ords , th e  
be s ts e lling auth or of Com m on 
Se ns e  rallie d our nation's  
fore fath e rs  to th e  caus e  of 
libe rty. Se ve ral ye ars  late r, h is  
w ords  w ould ring true ; as  th e  
brave  m e n w h o cam pe d w ith  
Ge orge  W as h ington at Valle y 
Forge  re s um e d th e ir cam paign 
in June  of 1778, turning th e  tide  
of th e  Am e rican Re volution and 
fore ve r ch anging th e  cours e  of 
h is tory.

Fas t-forw ard s e ve ral 
ce nturie s , and our country finds  
its e lf in a cris is  ye t again. Th e  
w ar in Iraq  approach e s  its  s ixth  
ye ar, w ith  no e nd in s igh t. A 
h os t of pre s ide ntial conte nde rs  
pande r to th e  pre s s  w h ile  
ignoring th e  im portant is s ue s , 
w h ich  cannot be  addre s s e d 
w ith  fe e l-good s oundbite s  and 
m e aningle s s  platitude s . W ors t 
of all, a nation th at claim s  to 
"s upport" its  troops  continue s  to 
ignore  th e ir ne e ds  w h e n 

tok e niz ing th e m  is  not politically 
e xpe die nt.

W h at is  a s uns h ine  
patriot? W h at s ort of m oral 
cow ardice  doe s  it tak e  to s lap a 
h appy ye llow  ribbon on one 's  
bum pe r, w h ile  s im ultane ous ly 
turning up one 's  nos e  at th e  
s igh t of a h om e le s s  ve te ran? 
W h at s ort of inte lle ctual 
dis h one s ty is  ne ce s s ary for a 
politician to claim , and pe ople  
to be lie ve , th at m ore  s oldie rs  
ne e d to die ; in orde r to jus tify 
w ith  "h onor" th e  four-th ous and 
w h o h ave  alre ady gone ?

Le t's  ge t one  th ing 
s traigh t: Th e re  are  no w ar 
crim e s  tak ing place  in Iraq , th e  
w ar in Iraq  is  th e  crim e . So-
calle d atrocitie s  s uch  as  th e  
pris one r-abus e  s candal at Abu 
Gh raib do not tak e  place  in a 
bubble , but are  a dire ct re s ult 
of e s tablis h e d policie s  - both  
s tate d and im plicit. Buck  
private s  and s e rge ants  do not 
violate  Ge ne va Conve ntions  
m e re ly be caus e  th e y're  bore d 
on th e  ove rnigh t s h ift, but 
be caus e  th e ir ch ain of 
com m and re ports  to cloak -and-
dagge r age ncie s  w h o cons ide r 
th e m s e lve s  above  th e  law .

Th is  com ing March , w e  
aim  to ch ange  th e  ve ry nature  

of th e  de bate , th e  m anne r in 
w h ich  our nation's  populace  
th ink s  about th e  w ar (on th e  
rare  ocas s ions  w h e n th e y 
both e r to th ink  about it). 
H undre ds  of ve te rans  w h o 
h ave  s e rve d in Iraq  and 
Afgh anis tan w ill gath e r and 
te s tify to th e ir e xpe rie nce s . 
Join us  as  w e  s h ow  Am e rica 
th at back -s tabbing politicians  
don't s pe ak  on be h alf of th e  
troops , talk ing-h e ad pundits  
don't s pe ak  on be h alf of th e  
troops , nobody but th e  troops  
s pe ak s  on be h alf of th e  troops .

Se rvice m e m be rs  
h ave  th e  righ t to 
k e e p one  copy of 

th is  or any 
publication in th e ir 

pos s e s s ion.
(DoD dire ctive  

1325.6)
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Th e Unlik e lySoldie r.blogs pot.com
Arm y Infantry Spe cialis t curre ntly in Iraq , 
"Th e re 's  bulle th ole s  w h e re  m y com pas s ion 
us e d to be . Th e  m is s ion is  FUBAR'e d and th e  
w ord is  Fuck -All. Th e  ONLY obje ctive  is  ge tting 
h om e ."

GI Kate
MyAm e ricanIraq Life .blogs pot.com

A fe m ale  w ith  s ix ye ars  in th e  Arm y, w onde ring 
w h e th e r to re e nlis t am id all th e  BS.

Irritate d Ve t
Irritate dVe t.blogs pot.com

An Arm y inte l analys t activate d to go to Iraq  in 
2004, and h is  analys is  s k ills  h ave n't atroph ie d 
w h ile  h e 's  be e n out.

Arm y Se rge ant
Active DutyPatriot.blogs pot.com

An active  duty Arm y NCO and a proud 
m e m be r of Iraq  Ve te rans  Agains t th e  W ar.

Figh t To Survive
FTSs oldie r.blogs pot.com

Th e  E-4 Mafia is  a group of s oldie rs  w h o w e re  
de ploye d to Iraq  be tw e e n January of 2004 and 
March  of 2005.

Sm itty's  W orld
Th e H appySm ith .blogs pot.com

Sm itty jus t got out of th e  m ilitary a m onth  ago, 
and th e re 's  a lot of th ings  h e 's  be e n s aving up 
to s ay. "If you're  going to s tand up and de clare  
th at w e  MUST figh t th is  w ar or MUST figh t th at 
one , and you're  able -bodie d, you h ad dam n 
w e ll be tte r w e dge  yours e lf into a uniform  and 

go figh t it. Oth e rw is e  s h ut your ye llow  m outh ."

Th is  Fuck ing W ar
Th is Fuck ingW ar.blogs pot.com

Madtom  e ngage s  in a labor of love , putting 
toge th e r a group of pos ts  from  m ilitary and 
ve te rans  - All h ard h itting, all s traigh t up.

Th e  Calm  Be fore  Th e  Sand
Calm Be fore Th e Sand.blogs pot.com

Active  duty Arm y Spe cialis t in Iraq  w ith  a lot of 
good ins igh t into th e  s ituation, and h is  w ife  
pos ting h e r e xpe rie nce s  w aiting from  h om e .

Fals e  Motivation
Fals e Motivation.blogs pot.com

Toy Soldie r, an active  duty Arm y Infantrym an 
pos te d in Iraq  w ith  th e  Us ual Sus pe ct. "Fals e  
m otivation is  th e  de finition of h ooah "

Military Malpractice by Douglas  Connor
As  a h e alth care  provide r 

and Iraq  w ar ve te ran, I w as  
appalle d by th e  front page  
article  in th e  W as h ington Pos t 
on De ce m be r 2, 2007, title d “A 
Soldie r’s  Office r.” Firs t 
Lie ute nant Eliz abe th  W h ite s ide  
w e nt to Iraq  w ith  a s te llar 
care e r of ove r 7 ye ars  both  
e nlis te d and as  a 
com m is s ione d office r. Afte r le s s  
th an a ye ar w ork ing in a 
de te ntion facility in Bagh dad, 
s h e  atte m pte d s uicide  by 
s h ooting h e rs e lf in th e  s tom ach . 
Sh e  is  now  be ing ch arge d w ith  
atte m pting s uicide  and 
e ndange ring th e  life  of anoth e r 
s oldie r w h ile  s e rving in Iraq . 
W h at is  th e  Arm y th ink ing? 

H e r m ilitary doctors  are  
prote s ting th e  ch arge s  and 
be gging for h e r to be  tre ate d as  
a h um an be ing. W h ite s ide 's  
law ye r w as  w arne d by th e  
pros e cutor, Major Ste fan W olfe , 
agains t us ing a "ps ych obabble  
de fe ns e .” Is  th at w h at th e  Arm y 
calls  it w h e n th e  h e ad of 
ps ych iatry at W alte r Re e d trie s  
to give  h is  profe s s ional 

as s e s s m e nt of a patie nt? Is  th is  
h ow  w e  tre at com bat ve te rans  
w h o are  at th e  low e s t point in 
th e ir live s ? W h at h appe ne d to 
th e  ch ange s  at W alte r Re e d 
afte r th e  Building 18 s candal? 
Do w e  re ally s upport our 
troops ? 

Th e  ans w e r to th e  las t 
q ue s tion is  th at w e  are  not able  
to s upport our troops  as  long as  
th e  Arm y re lie s  on com m ande rs  
to diagnos e  s om e one ’s  m e ntal 
s tate  w h e n th e y atte m pt 
s uicide . Our arm e d force s  h ave  
gre at ph ys ical and m e ntal 
h e ale rs , but m e ntal illne s s  is  
s till cons ide re d 'm alinge ring' by 
m any le ade rs  in th e  m ilitary. 
W h ite s ide 's  ow n s upe riors  at 
W alte r Re e d cons ide re d h e r 
m e ntal illne s s  "an e xcus e " for 
crim inal conduct. Are  w e  e ve r 
going to ge t it w h e n it com e s  to 
m e ntal h e alth ? Pos t traum atic 
s tre s s  dis orde r, de pre s s ion, 
s uicide , anxie ty, e tc., are  all a 
part of a w ar tim e  m ilitary. Th e  
m ilitary le ade rs h ip ne e ds  to 
s top th ink ing th at a law ye r or 
com m ande r “k now s  be tte r” th an 

our m e ntal h e alth  
profe s s ionals . Allow ing th is  to 
continue  is  as  abs urd as  h aving 
a ps ych iatris t m ak e  com bat 
ope rations  de cis ions . 

Com m ande rs ’ and 
law ye rs ’ opinions  about th e  
m e ntal h e alth  of a s uicidal 
pe rs on are  irre le vant and a 
dis traction. Obvious ly, 
W h ite s ide ’s  com m ande rs  faile d 
to s e e  th e  w arning s igns  of 
s om e one  w h o w as  s le e p 
de prive d and dis inte grating. In 
fact, it w as  a s oldie r in h e r unit 
w h o w e nt to a ps ych iatric nurs e  
to ge t h e lp for h e r. W h y th e n 
are  th e  s am e  group of le ade rs  
be ing as k e d to de te rm ine  h e r 
s tate  of m ind now ?

In th e  civilian w orld, if 
s om e one  atte m pts  s uicide  th e y 
are  re fe rre d for ps ych iatric 
e valuation and tre atm e nt. Th e y 
are  not brough t up on ch arge s . 
I be lie ve  th at our troops  w h o 
atte m pt s uicide  as  a re s ult of 
th e ir e xpe rie nce  in com bat 
s h ould be  tak e n care  of by 
profe s s ionals , not tre ate d lik e  
crim inals .



To th e  Editor,
Th ank  you for th e  ne w  

e dition. I am  s o h appy to re ad 
m ore  voice s  from  th e  front!

Since  I've  be e n h e re , 
I've  be com e  m ore  and m ore  
convince d th at th is  is  inde e d 
an occupation by th e  ve ry 
de finition of th e  w ord. W h at I've  
be com e  touch e d by - and 
both e re d by at th e  s am e  tim e  - 
is  th e  w om e n of Iraq . Th e y 
m os tly go ignore d, unle s s  th e y 
are  in ne e d of be ing s e arch e d 
or q ue s tione d about th e ir 
h us bands ' activitie s . Oth e r th an 
th is  and w idow s ' com pe ns ation 
th e y are  m os tly ignore d, by us  
as  w e ll as  th e ir nation.

I don't be lie ve  th is  to be  
a "w om e ns ' is s ue s " publication, 
but as  a fuck ing h um an be ing 
one 's  got to be  blind not to 
s e e  h ow  badly th e s e  w om e n 
s uffe r. And if one  s e x is  los t, 
brok e n, m is tre ate d, th e n th at 
m ak e s  for h alf a nation los t, 
brok e n, and m is tre ate d as  
w e ll; and th at is  jus t 
unnacce ptable .

V/R,
Cpl. A.A.P.  (Still in Iraq )
USMC

I ne ve r th ough t I'd be  
one  to s ay th is : Iraq  h as  com e  
to grow  on m e . Th at's  not to 
s ay I don't w ant to le ave  and 
re s um e  th e  life  I'd le ft in th e  
s tate s . I ofte n daydre am  of m y 
com ing h om e , picnics  and 
m ovie  nigh ts  w ith  m y little  boy. 
I w onde r th ough , w h at'll 
h appe n w h e n I le ave ? Iraq  is  a 
be autiful country, a s ad 
paradis e  in ruins .

All political and m ilitary 
bante r as ide , w h e re  w ill th e  

good pe ople  be  afte r th is  dark  
ch apte r in h is tory is  clos e d? At 
th e  fore front of m y th ough ts  is  
w h at w ill h appe n to th e  
w om e n? Th e  w om e n of Iraq  
are  good w om e n. Th e y are  lik e  
w om e n in all culture s  w h o w is h  
to be  s afe , love d, re s pe cte d, 
and inde pe nde nt. I'll ne ve r 
be lie ve  th at h ow  th e y live  and 
h ow  th e y are  tre ate d is  
acce ptable  be caus e  th e y k now  
no diffe re nt. It w ould be  
be ne ficial if th e y w e re  grante d 
e q ual righ ts  and political th row  
w ith  th e ir m ale  counte rparts , 
th e n th e ir m inds  w ould be  an 
as s e t to th e m s e lve s  and als o 
to th e ir country.

W h at craz y ide as  I h ave .

In le s s  th an tw o m onth s  
I w ill le ave  Iraq  to com e  h om e . 
I w ill m os t lik e ly s te p off a 
ch arte r bus ; m y s is te r, s on's  
fath e r, and m y s on w ill be  
w aiting in th e  crow d. W e  w ill 
e m brace . I w ill conform  back  
into "norm al"life . I w ill forge t.

I w ill ne ve r forge t. I w ill 
fore ve r re m e m be r th e  little  girl, 
dirt poor, w h o laugh s  
h ys te rically w ith  h e r m oth e r, s o 
young and care le s s . Sh e  

com e s  th rough  e ve ry day, 
carrying giant palm  le ave s  
tw ice  h e r s iz e  and s ack s  of 
date s . My las t m e m ory of h e r 
w as  th e  day s h e  w ore  a ve il. 
H e r tatte re d dre s s  be cam e  a 
long black  robe , and th e  
h e ads carf and ve il cove re d h e r 
s m ile . But I could s e e  h e r 
e ye s , and th e y did s m ile .

W h e n s h e  is  a w om an, 
w ill s h e  be  th e  w om an w h o, 
w ith  m ark s  and k nive s , s h yly 
lifts  h e r ve il and tigh te ns  h e r 
dre s s  w h e n I s e arch  h e r? Or 
w ill s h e  be  th e  s ch olar w h o 
proudly s ays  th e  book s  s h e  
h olds  are  ch e m is try, th at s h e  
h as  noth ing to be  found by 
m e ? I'll ne ve r k now  th e  ans w e r 
to th e s e  q ue s tions .

My q ue s tions  m ay ne ve r 
be  ans w e re d but m y e ye s  
h ave  ope ne d to th e  
pos s ibility of ch ange  and 
re form . No one  is , or e ve r 
w ill be , fre e  in an occupation 
(w h ich  is  w h at th is  is , th e  
policing and occupation of 
an oppre s s e d pe ople ). Man 
or w om an cannot be  fre e  
unde r th e s e  circum s tance s , 
no m atte r h ow  m uch  
'de m ocracy' and 're public' is  
us e d in a s e nte nce  to 

de s cribe  th e m . Alth ough  I'm  
s ure  th at w ith  com m on s e ns e  
and com pas s ion, th e  utte r 
m e s s  of Iraq  could be com e  
w h at it w as  h undre ds  of ye ars  
ago, be fore  th e  s tring of 
Europe an e m pire s  cam e  and 
s trippe d w h at w as  ne ve r th e irs ; 
a fe rtile , abundant, s table , and 
culture d re gion.

W h at craz y ide as  I h ave .



A lot of pe ople  h ave  as k e d m e  h ow  I can be  a s e rge ant in th e  Arm y, be lie ving in its  value s , and s till be  a m e m be r of 
IVAW . I be lie ve  th at th e  Arm y's  purpos e  is  to prote ct our country and to de fe nd h e r Cons titution, not to figh t fore ign w ars  
th at w e  can't w in. Its  true  purpos e  is  noble , but h as  be e n s ubve rte d by arm ch air ge ne rals  and politicians  w h o h ave  ne ve r 
h ad to s e rve . Th e y don't k now  th e s e  value s  and don't live  th e m , but I do; And I fe e l th at th os e  value s  s upport, rath e r th an 
contradict, w h at I'm  doing now  as  a m e m be r of IVAW .

Adh e ring to My Value s
LOYALTY

Be ar true  faith  and alle giance  to th e  
U.S. Cons titution, th e  Arm y, your unit, 

and oth e r s oldie rs
Now h e re  in th is  lis t doe s  

it s ay "th e  curre nt le ade rs h ip of 
your country, and th e ir political 
am bitions ." I am  loyal to m y 
fe llow  s oldie rs , I do not w ant 
th e m  to die  in a s e ns e le s s  w ar. 
I am  loyal to th e  Arm y, I do not 
w ant it to be  w e ak e ne d on 
m ultiple  fronts  and tak e n aw ay 
from  its  true  purpos e , de fe nding 
our nation; I am  loyal to th e  
Cons titution, w h ich  is  unde r 
attack  by m e n w h o h ave  not 
s acrifice d to prote ct it. I be ar 
true  faith  and alle giance  to all of 
th e s e , particularly to th e  
Cons titution on w h ich  our 
nation w as  founde d.

DUTY
Fulfill your obligations

My h igh e s t obligation as  
a s oldie r is  to m y country and to 
th e  flag I s alute . My obligation 
as  a citiz e n com pe ls  m e  to 
de fe nd m y country in any w ay I 
can, agains t both  its  de s truction 
as  w e ll as  its  dis h onor. Th e  Iraq  
W ar, and th e  w ay it is  be ing 
pros e cute d, dis h onors  us  in th e  
e ye s  of th e  w orld; e ve n w ors e , 
it dis h onors  us  to ours e lve s .

RESPECT
Tre at pe ople  as  th e y s h ould be  tre ate d

Tre at th e  pe ople  of th e  
Unite d State s , as  w e ll as  th e  
pe ople  of Iraq , w ith  re s pe ct. 

Th e y de s e rve  to be  tre ate d 
according to th e ir s tatus ; if th e y 
are  pris one rs  of w ar, th e n tre at 
th e m  w ith  th e  full dignity 
accorde d POW s . If th e y are  
crim inals , th e n give  th e m  fair 
and s pe e dy trials , innoce nt until 
prove n guilty. W e  do not give  
up our principle s  w h e n w e  s te p 
aw ay from  our s h ore s .

SELFLESS SERVICE
Put th e  w e lfare  of th e  Nation, th e  Arm y, 
and your s ubordinate s  be fore  your ow n

It is  difficult to de vote  
tim e  and e ffort to doing w h at 
you fe e l is  righ t, w h e n your 
ch ain of com m and s o firm ly 
be lie ve s  th at it is  w rong. It's  
h ard to face  th e  intim idation 
and h aras s m e nt th at m any 
m e m be rs  of th e  active  duty 
m ilitary face  w h e n th e y be gin to 
s pe ak  out. It's  h ard to s tand up 
and te ll your h igh e r-ups  th at 
th e y are  is s uing ille gal orde rs . 
Th e  w e lfare  of our country, and 
h e r continue d s urvival as  an 
h onorable  nation, de pe nds  on 
s om e  of us  s tanding up and 
s aying th at w e  w ill not 
participate  in ille gal acts , and 
th at w e  w ill re port th e m  w h e n 
and w h e re  w e  s e e  th e m . W e  
w ill not train our s oldie rs  to 
com m it th e m , and w ill train our 
s oldie rs  to follow  th e  h onorable  
path . Th e  h onorable  path , th e  
h ard s e rvice , m e ans  s tanding 
up and s pe ak ing th e  truth ; s o 
th at Am e rica can be gin to 
re aliz e  it, and bring us  h om e .

H ONOR
Live  up to all th e  Arm y Value s

H onor is  living up to th e  
Arm y Value s , but it is  e ve n 
olde r th an th at. It's  w h at you 
h ave  w h e n you h ave  noth ing 
e ls e  le ft. It is  ph ras e d as  living 
up to all th e  Arm y Value s , 
be caus e  if you lack  e ve n one , 
you cannot be  an h onorable  
s oldie r. It is  th e  ability to look  in 
th e  m irror at th e  e nd of th e  day 
and k now  you h ave  done  all 
th at you can, and th at th e re  is  
no ne e d for re proach .

Our curre nt le ade rs h ip is  
dis h onorable . By th e ir be nding 
of th e  torture  le gis lation to allow  
w h at th e y w ant to tak e  place , 
th e y are  atte m pting to put a 
s tain upon our h onor th at w ill 
tak e  at le as t a ge ne ration to 
e ras e . As  s oon as  our s oldie rs  
h ave  outlive d th e ir us e fulne s s , 
th e  le ade rs h ip s h uffle s  th e m  
aw ay, by diagnos ing th e m  w ith  
"pe rs onality dis orde rs " ins te ad 
of tre ating th e m . Be ne fits  are  
cut w h ile  contractors  re ap h uge  
re w ards . Th is  is  dis h onorable , 
and th e  only w ay to re s tore  th at 
h onor is  to s tand up agains t th e  
pe ople  w h o are  doing s o.

INTEGRITY
Do w h at is  righ t, le gally and m orally

Th e  actions  of th is  
country's  political le ade rs h ip 
are  ne ith e r le gal nor m oral. Th e  
acce ptance  of torture , th e  fals e  
notion th at Am e ricans  no longe r 
h ave  to h old to th e  be lie fs  th at

by Arm y Se rge ant  
(active dutypatriot.blogs pot.com )  



s h ape d our nation once  th e y 
le ave  its  borde rs , 'baiting' w ith  
w e apons  cach e s ; and oth e r 
s uch  tactics  th at at th e  ve ry 
le as t s k irt th e  fine  line  of 
le gality, and are  de finite ly not 
m oral.

Claim ing th at it is  ok ay to 
tre at pe ople  dis h onorably 
be caus e  th e y are  not an 
organiz e d force  figh ting agains t 
us  is  s im ply w rong, as  is  th e  
argum e nt th at th e y are  not 
citiz e ns  and th e re fore  do not 
de s e rve  th e  prote ctions  of th e  
Cons titution. Are n't w e  th e  good 

guys ? W e  do 
th e  righ t th ing, 
e ve n if oth e rs  
don't; and if our 
le ade rs h ip 
doe s  not 
unde rs tand 
th at, it ne e ds  
to. It ne e ds  to 
pull out of th is  
w ar and ce as e  
its  im m oral 

actions , to bring its e lf in line  
w ith  th e  country's  be lie fs  and 
principle s .

PERSONAL COURAGE
Face  fe ar, dange r, or adve rs ity 

(ph ys ical or m oral)
It doe s  not tak e  ph ys ical 

courage  to s tand up and figh t 
agains t injus tice  in th is  fas h ion, 
m os t m e m be rs  h ave  not be e n 
ph ys ically attack e d; ins te ad, th e  
cow ards  w h o attack  pe ople  for 
th e ir be lie fs  h ave  gone  afte r th e  
fath e r of a de ad s e rvice m e m be r 
(Carlos  Arre dondo). It doe s , 

h ow e ve r, tak e  gre at m oral 
courage  to s tand firm ly in 
de fe ns e  of one 's  principle s . It 
tak e s  m oral courage  to s tand 
up for w h at you k now  to be  true  
and righ t, m oral courage  to s ay 
th at th e  country is  be ing 
s te e re d in th e  w rong dire ction, 
and th at you are  duty-bound by 
your oath  to turn it around. It 
tak e s  m oral courage  to re s is t a 
w ar th at your le ade rs h ip 
be lie ve s  in, or to s tand agains t 
your e ntire  platoon and s tate  
th at you w ill not tre at a pris one r 
w ith  anyth ing le s s  th an full 
dignity. And it tak e s  m oral 
courage  to be  counte d, to le t 
pe ople  ins ult you for pe rce ive d 
cow ardice ; w h e n th e  truth  is  
th at you, lik e  I, m ay not be  
agains t all w ars , all place s , all 
tim e s .

...But h ope fully you, lik e  
I, lik e  m any com m itte d and 
de dicate d m e m be rs  of th e  
m ilitary com m unity, are  agains t 
th is  one .



Touris t Ph otograph  from  Iraq
Th is  is  h ow  I w ante d to s e e  m ys e lf...
Th is  is  w h at I th ough t w e  w ould do in Iraq
Th at’s  w h at I alw ays  th ough t w e  w e re  about…

Bare foot, little  k ids … I re m e m be r th at one  th e re …
h e  couldn’t h ave  be e n five  ye ars  old
Jus t a dam n little  k id, you k now ?
Little , black , crack e d, bare …  
Dus t cove re d fe e t.
Tiny little  k id … Tuff as  h e ll. H is  broth e r too.

Th e  s and m us t’ve  be e n 150 de gre e s , fuck ’n 
h otte r th an th at!  
Eve ryth ing w as  s o dam n h ot; th e  h e at
W ould com e  up th rough  m y boots  lik e  s tanding 
on a s tove . 

Th e  k id h ad baby toe s  th at w e re  lik e  coars e  
callus e d black  e le ph ant le ath e r.
Th at k id h ad th e  craz ie s t rough -as s  s k in
I gave  th e  k id an MRE and s om e  oth e r food.  
A bunch  of crap I w as  s ick  of e ating …

Kids  w ould s tand on th e  roads  e ve ry 
dam n day as k ing for th at crap.
Th e re  w as  noth ing e ls e …  ble ak  
de ad dus t days , 
pow de re d s and-lands  of noth ing for 
m ile s  and m ile s .
Th e re  w as  noth ing but an 
unattainable  h oriz on and a dam n 
long as s  road.

But th e  fuck ing little  as s  k ids  w ould 
com e  out of now h e re …
Noth ing around! Not a dam n th ing!  
But th e s e  dam n k ids  w ould jus t 
appe ar.

I th ough t w e  w e re  going ove r to h e lp 
th e s e  dam n k ids  th at w ould com e  
out of noth ing and go back  into it.
Fe e d th e  h ungry, h e lp th e  
oppre s s e d, give  re lie f from  day in 
day out pain.
Th at is  w h at I w ante d to th ink  I w as  
th e re  for.

Bare foot, all day long
All th e y w ante d w as  food from  us …
Lik e  dam n k ids  on th e  4th  of July…
w e  w e re  a s pe ctacle , a parade  of craz y floats  
pas s ing out food.

But th e n w e  h it one  you k now … Th at w as  it! It all 
ch ange d
W e  w e re  told not to s top …  Don’t s top. Not in th e  
tow ns .
K e e p th e  truck  m oving and don’t s top.  Forge t 
th e  k ids !

Now , now  I can’t forge t th e  k ids . Dam n k id. I’m  
not e ve n th e re .  
H undre d th ous and m ile s  aw ay and its  s till in m y 
fuck ing h e ad.

Ah  fuck ’m  th e y w e re  jus t a part of th e  dam n 
lands cape  anyw ay.

Oil painting and poe m  by Aaron H ugh e s



W h y I'm  Atte nding W inte r Soldie r
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Clifton H ick s
W h e n I volunte e re d to 

figh t in Iraq  s h ortly afte r m y 
s e ve nte e nth  birth day, I ne ve r 
th ough t for e ve n a m om e nt th at 
I w ould find m ys e lf facing th e  
de cis ions  th at I h ave  be e n 
force d to m ak e  in th e s e  pas t 
fe w  ye ars . I ne ve r dre am e d 
th at I w ould e ve r find m ys e lf 
going along w ith  th ings  th at I 
w ould be  too as h am e d to te ll 
m y fam ily about, th at I w ould 
h ave  to ch oos e  s ide s  w ith in m y 
ow n unit, or th at I w ould e ve r 
find m ys e lf w h ittle d into th e  
form  of a paw n on s om e  
s poile d rich  boy's  ch e s s  board. 
No, I ne ve r th ough t th at I, th e  
de s ce ndant of s o m any proud 
s oldie rs , w ould e ve r h ave  to 
ch oos e  be tw e e n m y loyalty to 
th e  Arm y, and m y loyalty to th e  
Pe ople  of th e  Unite d State s .

I h ave  k now n of th e  
upcom ing W inte r Soldie r 
proce e dings  for a long tim e  
now , and I h one s tly adm it th at I 
ne ve r inte nde d to te s tify. I h ad 
h ope d th at I w ould not be  
ne e de d, th at I could s it th is  one  
out, th at oth e rs  w ould com e  
forw ard to tak e  m y place , but 
th os e  w e re  s e lfis h  th ough ts . 
W h e n I nurture d th os e  h ope s , I 
w as  not th ink ing of m y broth e rs  
w h o h ad once  toile d tire le s s ly 
at m y s ide  in th e  m ud and th e  
dus t and th e  filth , nor did I th ink  
of m y broth e rs  w h o h ad be e n 
ch os e n for de ath  w h ile  I w as  
unfairly allow e d to go on living. 
I th ough t only of m ys e lf and m y 
ow n de s ire  to be  anonym ous .

W e  do not te ll our s torie s  
for our ow n be ne fit. Inde e d, 

e ve ryth ing ins ide  of us  s cre am s  
for s ile nce  and obs curity, but 
w e  m us t te ll our s torie s  for 
th os e  w h o cannot. Ne arly four 
th ous and of our s iblings  cry out 
from  be yond th e  grave  for truth , 
and w e  m us t ans w e r th e m .

Jas on H urd
I e nlis te d in th e  U.S. 

Arm y as  a m e dic in Augus t of 
19 9 7. From  Nove m be r of 2004 
to Nove m be r of 2005, I s e rve d 
in Ce ntral Bagh dad as  s e nior 
m e dic for Troop F 2/278th  RCT. 
As  a m e dical profe s s ional, I 
agre e d to abide  by th e  ce ntral 
te nants  of th e  H ippocratic 
Oath . I prom is e d to k e e p th e  
w e lfare  of m y patie nts  as  m y 
h igh e s t priority. I agre e d to 
practice  m e dicine  to th e  be s t of 
m y ability and to avoid violating 
th e  m orals  of m y com m unity. 
Mos t im portantly, I agre e d to 
ne ve r de libe rate ly h arm  anyone  
for th e  inte re s ts  of oth e rs . As  
m uch  as  I be lie ve d in th e s e  
principle s , m y unit and I 
violate d e ve ry s ingle  one  of 
th e m  during our s tay in Iraq .

As  a m e m be r of th e  U.S. 
m ilitary, I e nlis te d unde r th e  
im pre s s ion th at I w ould alw ays  
figh t on th e  s ide  of th e  
oppre s s e d, de fe nding th e m  
w h e n th e y could not de fe nd 
th e m s e lve s . Ins te ad, I active ly 
participate d in th e  oppre s s ion 
of th e  Iraq i pe ople .  As  w e  
drove  dow n Iraq i s tre e ts , I s at 
idly by as  m y unit ope ne d fire  
on innoce nt civilians . I turne d a 
de af e ar as  m y fe llow  s oldie rs  
s pat racial s lurs  lik e  "h aji" and 
"rag-h e ad." Quite  frank ly, m y 

fe llow  s oldie rs  and I re garde d 
th e  Iraq i pe ople  as  le s s  th an 
h um an and not w orth y of e q ual 
m oral cons ide ration.

As  m any tim e s  as  I 
turne d a de af e ar to m y 
s urroundings , I once  lis te ne d 
inte ntly as  an Iraq i m an 
e xplaine d th e  h arm  caus e d by 
th e  U.S. occupation. "Mis te r," 
h e  s aid, "w e  unde rs tand th at 
you h ave  good inte ntions  h e re ; 
but be fore  Am e rica invade d, 
w e  didn't h ave  to w orry about 
car bom bs  in our 
ne igh borh oods . W e  didn't h ave  
to w orry about th e  s afe ty of our 
ch ildre n as  th e y w alk e d to 
s ch ool. And w e  didn't h ave  to 
w orry about Am e rican s oldie rs  
s h ooting at us  as  w e  drive  
dow n our ow n s tre e ts ."

Mich ae l H arm on
According to a re ce nt 

poll, th e  w ar in Iraq  is  no longe r 
th e  m ain is s ue  for vote rs ; it's  
th e  e conom y. Th e y fail to 
re aliz e  th at th e  e conom y is  
going to s h it pre cis e ly be caus e  
of th e  w as te ful s pe nding on th e  
w ar. I w ant to bring to ligh t to 
congre s s  and oth e r s oldie rs  
w h at w as  h appe ning from  th e  
be ginning. I w ant to e nd th e  
w ar, to convince  congre s s  to 
cut off funding or h ave  a 
w ith draw al plan from  th e  w ar. I 
w ant to bring to ligh t th e  fact 
th at innoce nt Iraq is  w e re  k ille d 
in front of m e  and noth ing w as  
done  about it. If s om e one  got 
s h ot going to w ork  h e re  in Ne w  
York  City, th e y w ouldn't lik e  it.

Mich e al H arm on s e rve d in Iraq  in 
2003 w ith  th e  1/67 Arm or, 4th  Infantry Divis ion.



Jas on W as h burn
Afte r th re e  tours  in Iraq , 

I’ve  s e e n th e  w h ole  s pe ctrum . 
Th e y re ally did w e lcom e  us  
w h e n w e  firs t s h ow e d up. Th e y 
w e re  grate ful, th e y w e re  glad 
th at w e  got rid of Saddam  
H us s e in. Nobody th e re  lik e d 
h im , not e ve n h is  ow n s oldie rs . 
Eve ryw h e re  w e  w e nt th e y 
cam e  out w ith  th e ir h ands  up, 
bus loads  of th e m  jus t com ing 
out and s urre nde ring; and th e  
one s  th at didn’t do th at, ditch e d 
th e ir uniform s , ditch e d th e ir 
w e apons , and w e nt back  to 
th e ir daily life . Th e y w ante d 
Saddam  out as  m uch  as  
anybody. Th e y th ough t w e  w e re  
going to h e lp th e m  re build, 
w h ich  is  w h at w e  prom is e d to 
do; but ins te ad, all w e  did w as  
continuous ly de s troy. Th e  
longe r w e ’re  th e re , th e  m ore  w e  
de s troy; and little  by little  
pe ople  be cam e  le s s  and le s s  
grate ful and m ore  and m ore  
angry. I can re ally unde rs tand 
w h e re  th e y’re  com ing from  and 
w h y th e y w ould build a 
re s is tance  agains t th is  
occupation; y’k now , I don’t th ink  
I’ve  talk e d to a s ingle  Iraq i th at 
h as n’t h ad s om e one  in th e ir 
fam ily k ille d.

I th ink  it actually 
de te riorate d a lot s low e r th an it 
w ould in th e  Unite d State s ; if 
s om e  oth e r nation h ad invade d 
our country and th e  s am e  th ing 
w as  going on, I th ink  it w ould 
de te riorate  a lot q uick e r th an it 
did th e re . From  w h at I’ve  s e e n, 
a lot of th e  Iraq i pe ople  are  ve ry 
ope n, ge ne rous , and 
h os pitable . Es pe cially w h e n w e  
firs t got th e re , th e y w e re  w illing 
to h ave  us  in th e ir h om e s , th e y 
w ould invite  us  in for food and 
drink ; and e ve n by m y th ird tour 

th e y w e re  s om e tim e s  s till doing 
th at. I can’t e ve n im agine  it. If I 
h ad e ne m y troops  in m y h om e , 
I w ould be  pois oning th e m , not 
fe e ding th e m .

Margare t Martin
I k ne w  as  s oon as  I 

h e ard about W inte r Soldie r th at 
I ne e de d to be  a part of th is  
am az ing group of pe ople  w h o 
are  w illing to s tand up for th e  
truth  and for w h at's  righ t. I ne e d 
to s tand w ith  th os e  w h o are  
te s tifying, to le t th e m  k now  th at 
th e y h ave  th e  s upport of th e ir 
broth e rs  and s is te rs  in th is  
figh t, and th e  s upport of all 
Am e ricans  w h o are  s ick  of th e  
s am e  old political rh e toric. I 
w ant to s h ow  th is  nation th at 
w e  h ave  a voice , and th at it w ill 
not be  s ile nce d by th os e  w h o 
w ould claim  th at w e  do not, or 
th at th e  truth  is  re ally not 
patriotic. 

I ne e d to s tand up s o 
th at m y s oul can re s t, w ith  th e  
k now le dge  th at I le t m y m orals  
and convictions  guide  m e  in 
th is  life  and le ad m e  dow n a 
path  w h ich  I k now  to be  
righ te ous . I ne e d to be  th e re  
be caus e  pe ople  w h om  I love  
de arly are  ris k ing th e ir live s  in a 
w ar th at is  bringing de ath , de bt, 
pain, and s h am e  to th is  country 
and s te aling aw ay th e  live s  of 
th ous ands  of innoce nt Iraq is . I 
love  m y country and I w ant it to 

be  a nation w orth y of our pride  
and s e rvice .

Joe  W h e e le r
Spre ading th e  w ord 

about w h at is  re ally h appe ning 
to s oldie rs  in Iraq  ve rs us  w h at 
th e  m e dia portrays  is  of vital 
im portance . Th e  pe ople  of th e  
Unite d State s  ne e d a w ak e -up 
call to s tir th e m  from  th e ir 
de bilitating apath y. One  h ope s  
th at our colle ctive  te s tim ony w ill 
s e rve  to pos itive ly influe nce  th e  
outcom e  of th e  w ar, and th e  
public's  pe rce ption of w h at is  
h appe ning. W inte r Soldie r is  
s om e th ing th at w e  s h ould all be  
able  to look  back  on w ith  pride  
as  a turning point in th is  
s e e m ingly e ndle s s  w ar.

Liam  Madde n
It is  rare  th at e ve ryday 

pe ople  ge t to m ak e  a m ark  on 
h is tory. Us ually th e  ge ne rals , 
k ings  and pre s ide nts  te ll th e  
s tory and le ave  out all th e  
inconve nie nt th e m e s . W inte r 
Soldie r w ill be  a m om e nt in 
h is tory, a m om e nt cre ate d by 
ordinary pe ople , by ve te rans  
w h o care  about th e ir frie nds  
and com ple te  s trange rs .

I w ill be  at W inte r Soldie r 
be caus e  th e  courage ous  
ve te rans  s tanding up and 
s h aring th e ir uncom fortable  
s torie s  ne e d all th e  s upport th at 
w e  can offe r. W h ile  th e  m ajority 
of th is  country forge ts  th e re  is  a 
w ar raging in Iraq , it is  our 
re s pons ibility to ch ange  th e  
w ay th is  w ar is  re m e m be re d 
and it is  m y re s pons ibility to 
h e lp. W inte r Soldie r w ill be  a 
once -in-a-life tim e  opportunity to 
s e e  th e  th e  w orld s top for a 
m om e nt... to lis te n... to us . It 
w ill be  unforge ttable . 

H aving s e rve d tw o tours  
of duty in Iraq , I be lie ve  

th at it is  m y 
re s pons ibility as  an 

Am e rican to am plify th e  
voice s  of m y fe llow  

s oldie rs  w h o h ave  s e e n 
th e  dark e s t s ide  of 

h um anity. 



Ste ve  Mortillo
Jus t th e  fact th at th is  

w ar h as  cos t m ore  th an any 
w ar in Am e rican h is tory; w e  are  
in de bt billions  of dollars  for a 
w ar th at th is  country ne ve r 
be lie ve d in, a w ar th at w as  s old 
to th is  country in lie s  and 
de ce it. I re fus e  to le t th os e  w ith  
w h om  I s e rve d be  dis grace d 
lik e  th at. Th e re  is  no 
forgive ne s s  in m y book  for 
s om e one  w h o orde rs  
Am e ricans  into battle  to die , 
and profits  h and ove r fis t, and 
lie s  th rough  th e ir te e th  to k e e p 
it going.

Jonath an de  W ald
I'm  atte nding W inte r 

Soldie r in orde r to h e ar w h at I 
can't in th e  m ains tre am  political 
dis cours e  of th is  country - th e  
truth  about th e  occupation of 
Iraq  from  th e  pe rs pe ctive  of th e  
troops  w h o w e re  a part of it. 
W e 're  cons tantly bom barde d 
w ith  inaccurate  and ofte n 
utte rly dis h one s t as s e s s m e nts  
of th e  w ar from  th e  s o-calle d 
e xpe rts , m os t of w h om  found it 
inconve nie nt to e ve r w e ar a 
uniform  th e m s e lve s , and an 
ne w s -e nte rtainm e nt indus try far 
m ore  conce rne d w ith  ratings  
and profitability th an w ith  
journalis tic inte grity. It is  
abs olute ly ins ane  th at th e  
h one s t voice s  of s oldie rs  and 
ve te rans  h ave  no m e ans  
th rough  w h ich  to te ll th e  public 
w h at th e y w itne s s e d in th e  
com bat z one  and e ls e w h e re , 
an e ntire  h os t of te rrible  truth s  
th at form  th e  narrative  of Iraq  
and its  afte rm ath : Th e  de ath s  
of innoce nts , particularly 
ch ildre n. Routine  m is tre atm e nt 
of pris one rs  for th e  purpos e  of 
gle aning inform ation m os t 

could not pos s ibly h ave , 
as s um ing th os e  pris one rs  are  
in fact com batants  in th e  firs t 
place . Th e  grow ing population 
of traum atiz e d ve te rans  w h o 
cannot acce s s  th e  s upport and 
tre atm e nt th at th e y ne e d, and 
to w h ich  th e y are  righ tfully 
e ntitle d. For s om e  politicians  
and com m e rcial m e dia, and th e  
inte re s ts  th at ow n th e m , th e s e  
te s tim onie s  h ave  no place  in 
th e ir vis ion of Am e rica; but for 
th e  re s t of us , th e  pe ople  of th is  
country and th e  W inte r Soldie rs  
w h o s e rve d in a w ar th at w e  
now  k now  to be  w rong, no 
vis ion of Am e rica de nie s  th e  
truth .

Jonath an de  W ald s e rve d in th e  U.S. 
Arm y for te n ye ars  and w as  dis ch arge d at th e  
rank  of Staff Se rge ant.

Arm y Se rge ant
Th e re  com e s  a tim e  in 

e ve ry m an's  life  w h e re  h e  h as  
to s tand up for w h at's  righ t. 
W h e re  h e  h as  to cons ign ris k  to 
th e  de vil and s te p forw ard for a 
caus e  w orth  be lie ving in. For 
m e , th e  U.S. Arm y h e lpe d w ith  
th at w h e n th e y m ade  m e  a non-
com m is s ione d office r. Caring 
for s oldie rs  is  w h at I do, and it's  
s om e th ing I can lift m y h e ad up 
h igh  doing. Som e th ing I'll go to 
th e  e nds  of th e  e arth  and back  
to m ak e  s ure  of. My s oldie rs  
are  m y fam ily, and I w ould give  
e ve ryth ing, up to and including 
m y life , for th e m .

But m y Arm y fam ily is n't 
be ing tak e n care  of ve ry w e ll. 
Our le ade rs h ip is  abandoning 
us . I'm  s e e ing m y s oldie rs  
be ing tak e n for a w ar th e y don't 
be lie ve  in and can't w in, 
ch e w e d up and s pit out by 
W as h ington politicians . Young 
s oldie rs , trying to do th e  be s t 

th e y can, be ing give n bad and 
ille gal orde rs . Young s oldie rs  
be ing s h ove d to th e  w ays ide  
w h e n it com e s  tim e  for political 
CYA. Office rs  de nying th e ir 
orde rs . Politicians  e xpos ing 
inte l age nts . Com bat m e dics  
w ith  PTSD be ing dis ch arge d 
for 'pre -e xis ting pe rs onality 
dis orde r' and force d to pay 
back  th e ir bonus e s .

Many of th e s e  s oldie rs  
h ave  trie d le gitim ate  m e ans  of 
addre s s ing th e ir grie vance s . 
Th e y've  trie d th e ir ch ain of 
com m and, th e y've  trie d th e  IG, 
m any of th e m  h ave  e ve n trie d 
th e ir congre s s m e n; but th e s e  
pe ople  h ave  laugh e d it off. 
Th e y don't w ant to k now  w h at's  
going on, or h ow  th e  w ar in 
Iraq  is  h urting th e  Arm y and its  
s oldie rs . Th e y're  too conce rne d 
w ith  th e ir ow n pos itions  and 
th e ir ow n com fort. But I care , 
and I be lie ve  th at m y fe llow  
s oldie rs  do too; and s o w ould 
th e  Am e rican pe ople , if th e y 
only k ne w  h ow  badly w e  are  
be ing tre ate d, and w h at th e ir 
s ons  are  be ing force d to do for 
a political goal th at w ill ne ve r 
m ate rializ e . Th at's  w h y I'm  
going to W inte r Soldie r, 
be caus e  I w ant to s e e  th e s e  
s oldie rs  s h ak e  dow n th e  w alls  
of Congre s s  w ith  th e  righ te ous  
th unde r of th e ir voice s . I w ant 
to h e ar th e m  w ith  m y ow n e ars  
as  th e y s tand up and te ll th e  
w orld th at th e y w ill not h ide  
w h at th e y h ave  s e e n. And I 
w ant to applaud th e m  w ith  m y 
ow n h ands  until th e y blis te r, 
be caus e  I am  th at dam n proud 
of th e m . All of th e m .

If you love  th e  Arm y, and 
your broth e rs -in-arm s  in it, but 
h ate  w h at our le ade rs h ip is  
doing, join m e .



An Ope n Le tte r to Bill O're illy
Re garding h is  com m e nts  about h om e le s s  ve te rans         by Ge off Millard

Firs t off, I h ope  you don't 
m ind m e  calling you Bill, as  I 
h ave  be e n a gue s t on your 
s h ow  tw ice  now , s o I th ink  w e  
are  on a firs t nam e  bas is . Th at 
h aving be e n s aid, I w ould lik e  
to addre s s  your re ce nt 
com m e nts  re garding h om e le s s  
ve te rans . Th e  las t tim e  I w as  on 
your s h ow , you as k e d m e  to 
give  Rus h  Lim baugh  th e  be ne fit 
of th e  doubt, and I did; th us , I 
w ill afford you th e  s am e  
courte s y. W ith  th at be ne fit of 
th e  doubt in m ind, I w ould lik e  
to addre s s  your com m e nts  on 
tw o of your s h ow s  re garding 
h om e le s s  ve te rans .

Th e  firs t w as  w ith  gue s t 
Ed Sch ultz  w h e n you s aid, "If 
you k now  w h e re  th e re  is  a 
ve te ran s le e ping unde r a 
bridge , you call m e  im m e diate ly 
and w e  w ill m ak e  s ure  h e  doe s  
not do it." Again, I'm  tak ing you 
at your w ord, s o I am  as k ing 
any ve te rans  w h o h ave  be e n or 
are  now  h om e le s s  to call you 
on th e  Radio Factor, s o th at 
you m ay give  th e m  a h om e .

From  your w e bs ite : 
"Call us  at 1-877-9 -NO-SPIN 
(877-9 66-7746) w ith  your 
q ue s tions  and com m e nts ."

Th e  follow ing nigh t you 
gave  a m ore  le ngth y 
e xplanation. In your talk ing 
points  m e m o, you s aid th e  ve ts  
are  h om e le s s  not be caus e  of 
th e  e conom y, but be caus e  of 
"addiction and m e ntal illne s s " 
and th at it is  "s om e th ing 
politicians  can do little  about."

W e ll, Bill, I w ill again give  
you th e  be ne fit of th e  doubt on 
th is , and w ill addre s s  w h at you 

s aid in your m ore  le ngth y 
e xplanation. I w ould lik e  to s tart 
w ith  your q uote  th at th e re  is  
little  politicians  can do about 
addiction and m e ntal illne s s  in 
ve ts .  W ith  all due  re s pe ct to 
your H arvard e ducation, do you 
re ally th ink  th at an incre as e d 
Ve te rans  Adm inis tration budge t 
including m ore  program s  for 
s ubs tance  abus e , m ore  
program s  for PTSD, and h e ll, 
e ve n m ore  h om e le s s  s h e lte rs  
w ould not m ak e  gre at le aps  
forw ard in e ns uring th at no 
pe rs on w h o h as  ple dge d th e ir 
life  for our country w ould e ve r 
s le e p on th e  s tre e ts ? Th e  ne xt 
th ing th at politicians  can do, is  
to s top any com m ande r in ch ie f 
from  s e nding our m e n and 
w om e n off to w ars  th at are  
bas e d on lie s  tim e  and tim e  
again.  Th e re  is  ple nty th at 
politicians  can do for our 
ve te rans , ye t th e y continue  to 
funne l th at m one y into an ille gal 
and im m oral w ar, ins te ad of 
tak ing care  of th e  ve te rans  

cre ate d by it.
As  for addiction and 

m e ntal illne s s  be ing th e  caus e  
of h om e le s s ne s s  am ong 
ve te rans , I w onde r jus t h ow  
m any h om e le s s  ve ts  you k now , 
Bill?  I k now  q uite  a fe w , 
including th e  e ditor of th is  
publication, w h o re ce ntly s pe nt 
a ye ar bum m ing h is  w ay 
around Ne w  York  City.

Bill, w e  both  k now  th at 
you h ave  ne ve r s e rve d th is  
country a s ingle  day in uniform , 
s o don't try and fool a ve t on 
your k now le dge  of w h at m ak e s  
ve te rans  h om e le s s . If you re ally 
w ant to k now  th e  caus e , I 
w ould s ugge s t th at you le ave  
your h igh -ris e  office  in 
Manh attan tom orrow  and w alk  
th e  s tre e ts  jus t a fe w  block s , 
find a ve te ran living on th e  
s tre e ts  and as k  th e m  w h y th e y 
are  h om e le s s . You ne e d to s e e  
th e  h um an face  of h om e le s s  
ve te rans , s o th at it is  not jus t a 
political talk ing point for your 
m e m os .

Eve ry tim e  I s e e  th os e  ye llow  
ribbon m agne ts  th at pe ople  w e ar or put 
on th e ir cars , I k now  th e re 's  tons  of 
be tte r th ings  th e y could h ave  done  to 
s h ow  th e ir s upport; lik e  volunte e ring as  a 
pe e r couns e lor, h om e le s s  outre ach , 
be ne fits  couns e ling, or e ve n th e  s m alle s t 
th ing lik e  accom panying a ve t to th e  VA 
or h e lping th e m  fill out s om e  pape rw ork . 
Th e s e  are n't jus t th ings  th at can only be  
done  on Ve te rans ' Day, nor s h ould one  
fe e l incline d to only us e  h olidays  as  an 
e xcus e  to h e lp ve ts  and rais e  aw are ne s s  
for th e ir is s ue s . Any day of th e  w e e k  or 
ye ar for all th os e  "Suns h ine  Patriots ," it 
ough t to be  s om e th ing th e y do w ith  a 
s m ile , volunte e r to h e lp our ve ts .J.P.  H ornbe ck  - (s h ards ore ality.blogs pot.com )



Appe al for Re dre s s
As  a patriotic Am e rican proud to s e rve  m y nation in uniform , I re s pe ctfully urge  m y 

political le ade rs  in Congre s s  to s upport th e  prom pt w ith draw al of all Am e rican 
m ilitary force s  and bas e s  from  Iraq . Staying in Iraq  w ill not w ork  and is  not w orth  

th e  price . It is  tim e  for U.S. troops  to com e  h om e  now .
Th e  inform ation you s ubm it w ill be  s e nt to m e m be rs  of Congre s s  and th e  Se nate .  Th e  appe al's  

organiz e rs  w ill not re le as e  your inform ation to any oth e r individual or organiz ation.

Ple as e  indicate  your duty s tatus :  Active  Duty_ _ _   Active  Re s e rve  or National Guard_ _ _   IRR_ _ _

Firs t Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   MI: _ _ _   Las t Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Se cure  non-m ilitary e -m ail addre s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Duty Station: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _               H om e  Z IP Code : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

H ave  you s e rve d in th e  Iraq  Th e ate r?  Ye s _ _ _   No_ _ _      

Branch  of Se rvice : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _             Rank : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Many active  duty, re s e rve , and guard 
s e rvice m e m be rs  are  conce rne d about th e  w ar 
in Iraq  and s upport th e  w ith draw al of U.S. 
troops .

Th e  Appe al for Re dre s s  provide s  a 
UCMJ-auth oriz e d m e ans  th rough  w h ich  
individual s e rvice m e m be rs  can urge  th e ir 
m e m be r of Congre s s  to e nd to th e  U.S. m ilitary 
occupation.  Th e  appe al h as  alre ady re ach e d 
th ous ands  of s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o s e e k  
re dre s s  from  th e  w ar.  Th e  initial appe al 
m e s s age s  w e re  de live re d to m e m be rs  of 
Congre s s  on January 16, 2007.  Th e  Appe al for 
Re dre s s  w ill continue  to be  de live re d to 
Congre s s  until all our broth e rs  and s is te rs  com e  
h om e  from  Iraq .  Th e  w ording of th e  appe al is  
s h ort, s im ple , and to th e  point.  It is  patriotic and 
re s pe ctful in tone .

h ttp://appe alforre dre s s .org

Clip and s e nd to:

Appe al for Re dre s s
P.O. Box 53052

W as h ington, DC 20009

Me m be rs  of th e  m ilitary h ave  a le gal 
righ t to com m unicate  w ith  th e ir m e m be r of 
Congre s s .  Article  4.1 of DoD Dire ctive  7050.6, 
th e  M ilitary W h is tle blow e r Prote ction Act, s tate s  
th at "Me m be rs  of th e  Arm e d Force s  s h all be  
fre e  to m ak e  a prote cte d com m unication to a 
m e m be r of Congre s s ."  Attorne ys  and 
couns e lors  e xpe rie nce d in m ilitary law  are  
available  to h e lp s e rvice m e m be rs  w h o ne e d 
as s is tance  in counte ring any atte m pts  to 
s uppre s s  th is  com m unication.

(360) 241-1414

APPEAL FOR REDRESS FROM TH E W AR IN IRAQ



GIs  h ave  th e  le gal righ t to:

Cons ult w ith  a congre s s ional office , 
civilian couns e lor or s e rvice , or a law ye r about a 
proble m .

Appe al any court-m artial conviction, 
dis ch arge  de nial, or non-judicial punis h m e nt.

Say w h at th e y th ink  and fe e l about th e  
m ilitary, and participate  in pe ace ful 
de m ons trations  w h e n th e y're  off-duty, out of 
uniform , off-pos t, and in th e  U.S.A. (DoD 
Dire ctive  1325.6)

Re q ue s t re dre s s  from  th e ir Com m anding 
Office r for any grie vance , and w rite  a form al 
com plaint agains t th e ir CO if re dre s s  is  not 
grante d. (Article  138, UCMJ)

Call for inform ation from  a ne tw ork  
of nonprofit, non-gove rnm e ntal 

organiz ations .  Th e  s e rvice  is  fre e . 
 Th e  call is  confide ntial.

Th e  GI Righ ts  H otline
800-39 4-9 544

Ove rs e as  num be r: 
215-563-4620

h ttp://girigh ts .org
girigh ts @ obje ctor.org

GIs   -  KNOW  YOUR RIGH TS

Re m e m be r: Righ ts  are  not give n, th e y are  fough t for and e xe rcis e d.

FEBRUARY IVAW  EVENTS
IVAW  National
Fe b 7, 6pm
W arrior W rite rs  book  re le as e  party
1400 N Am e rican St., Ph ilade lph ia

Se attle  Ch apte r
Fe b 21, 6pm
“Soldie r You’re  Not Alone ” conce rt
Active -duty ge t in fre e  w ith  m ilitary ID
H e ll’s  K itch e n – 3829  6th  Ave ., Tacom a

NYC Ch apte r
Fe b 17, 5pm
Fundrais e r at Vox Pop
1022 Corte lyou Rd., Brook lyn

W e s te rn NC Ch apte r
W e dne s days  at 5:30pm
Ve te rans ’ Voice s  – W PVM 103.5 FM

Fe b 14, 7pm
Fundrais e r – UNC, As h e ville  Cam pus

Ch icago Ch apte r
Fe b 2, 7pm
Film  s cre e ning – 2418 W  Bloom ingdale

Fe b 11, 10pm
Be ne fit at Danny’s  Bar – 19 51 W  
Dick e ns

Fe b 19 , 7pm
Be ne fit &  film  s cre e ning
De Paul Art Mus e um  – 2350 N 
Ke nm ore

Fe b 22, 7:30pm
Film  s cre e ning &  dance  party
742 N. LaSalle

DC Ch apte r
Eve ry Sunday, 3-5pm
H om e front Battle -Buddie s  pe e r 
s upport group
715 Prince ton Pl. NW

W ar is  a rack e t.
A fe w  profit and 
th e  m any pay.
-USMC Maj. Ge n. 

Sm e dle y Butle r

It is  only th os e  w h o 
h ave  ne ve r h e ard a 

s h ot, ne ve r h e ard th e  
s h rie k  and groans  of 

th e  w ounde d and 
lace rate d... th at cry 

aloud for m ore  blood, 
m ore  ve nge ance , m ore  

de s olation.
-Ge n. W illiam  T. Sh e rm an




